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ST ALBANS CIVIC SOCIETY 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025 

 

Reference and administration details 

St Albans Civic Society is a charity registered with the Charity Commission, number 200330. Its reference 

address is 67 Albert Street, St Albans AL1 1RT. The charity trustees who served during the year are: 

 Mary Conneely (Chairman) 

 Roger Morton (Treasurer, from October 2024)  

 Robert Osborne (Secretary) 

 Janet Cropper (Membership Secretary) 

 Freda Chaloner CBE 

 Peter Newby 

 Anne Paton 

 Robert Pankhurst 

Additionally, Fiona Couper is a co-opted member of the Committee 

Jon Bulloch resigned as treasurer and trustee in October 2024 

 

Structure, governance and management 

The Society is an unincorporated association governed by its constitution. The charity trustees are its 

officers and its committee of management. They are elected annually at the Annual General Meeting. 

The trustees annually review the composition of the committee and new trustees are invited to join 

where it is felt they would strengthen the expertise of the committee. They are then inducted into the 

workings of the committee and their role as trustee. The Society has no employees and is run entirely by 

volunteers. 

 

Objectives, activities and public benefit 

The objectives of the Society are set out in its constitution and are in summary: 

• To encourage high standards of architecture and town planning in and around St Albans. 

• To stimulate public interest in, and care for, the beauty, history and character of the city and its 

surroundings. 

• To encourage the preservation, development and improvement of the conditions in which we 

live and work. 

• To pursue these ends by meetings, exhibitions, publications, schemes and co-operation with 

other interested parties. 

The Society has no political or religious activities and is non-profit making. Membership is open, without 

restriction, to anyone who shares the objectives of the Society. The trustees therefore believe that they 

have fulfilled the public benefit requirements of the Charity Commission. 

The main means of communication with members are regular email updates and the newsletter, 

together with frequent postings on Instagram & Facebook and a website which is regularly updated.  
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Achievements and performance 

Some of the main activities in 2024/25 have been: 

Planning and development: The Society continues to make significant contributions to the planning 

processes of the district. The Society’s planning advisory group regularly scrutinise the many incoming 

applications to the Council and alert the committee to those of special significance to the city. Where 

appropriate we object to applications which we consider do not make a positive impact on our city and 

support those which would protect and enhance our heritage.  

We continue to monitor applications to fell or reduce trees and are pleased to note that in general the 

number of applications to fell otherwise healthy trees is reducing though we continue to strongly object 

to proposals for unnecessary felling. 

Communication: The Society has a website, extensively updated during the year, under the immediate 

control of the Committee. Topical articles are written each month for the Herts Advertiser newspaper. 

The society acts as a source of comment and informed opinion for the local press on breaking planning 

news. The Newsletter continues to maintain a lively and visually attractive layout, using editorial material 

provided by the co-editors and contributions from other members of the Society. The Society also 

communicates by email to members with topical comments and we are now active users of social 

media which enable us to communicate more widely with both members and non-members. 

Awards: We decided to run our Awards events on a two-yearly basis. We held a very successful Awards 

Evening in May 2024 and will hold another in 2026. 

Representation: The Society has been represented on many local committees, including the Verulamium 

Park Forum, Conservation 50 and Blue Plaques St Albans. We are also a member of the national Civic 

Voice. 

Clock Tower: The Clock Tower is open during summer weekends and is staffed by volunteers from the 

Civic Society and St Albans & Hertfordshire Architectural and Archaeological Society. 

Members meetings: We held several members talks and meetings during the year. 
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ST ALBANS CIVIC SOCIETY 

REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT EXAMINER TO THE TRUSTEES 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025 

I report on the accounts of St Albans Civic Society (Charity no 200330) for the year ended 31 March 

2025, which comprise the Statement of Financial Activities, Balance Sheet and related notes. 

 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 

The Charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The Charity’s trustees consider 

that an audit is not required for the year under section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) 

and that an independent examination is needed. 

It is my responsibility to 

• examine the financial statements under section 145 of the 2011 Act 

• follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity Commission 

under section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act and 

• state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

 

Basis of independent examiner’s statement 

My examination was carried out in accordance with General Directions given by the Charity 

Commissioners. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the Charity and a 

comparison of the financial statements presented with those records. It also includes consideration of 

any unusual items or disclosures in the financial statements and seeking explanations from you as 

trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that 

would be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present 

a “true and fair view” and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below. 

 

Independent examiner’s statement 

In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

Which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the requirements: 

To keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act; and 

To prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply with the accounting 

requirement of the 2011 Act  

have not been met; or 

To which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the 

financial statements to be reached. 

Zoe Tabraham 

St Albans 

September 2025 
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