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News and events update from St Albans Civic Society

REMINDER: MEETING on Community Governance Review (CGR)
Date: TUESDAY 16 SEPTEMBER

Time: 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

Location: Dagnall Street Baptist Church

Please note this is now in the main church, not the Lower Hall as
previously advertised.

What is the point of the CGR? Why does it matter? What impact will it
have on our City?

Journalist Andrew Hill will chair a panel discussion about the ongoing CGR - the
reasons behind it, the process, and the implications it will have on

St.Albans. There will be an opportunity to ask questions and achieve a better
understanding of the democratic changes coming our way, and the important
role you can play in ensuring we retain a local voice for our city.

The meeting is open to all so please invite others as they do not need to be
members of the Civic Society to attend.

St Albans Council is being abolished — Here's why it matters

By 2028, district and county councils across the country will be replaced by
new "unitary authorities." In St Albans, this means our City & District Council—
currently managing the city from its offices on St Peter’s Street—will be
dissolved. Other parts of the district like Harpenden and Redbourn already have
local parish councils. But central St Albans doesn’t. When our city council
disappears, so too does the local management of our neighbourhoods.
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e No one local looking after parks, festivals, community spaces, or the
market

¢ No one to speak up for city centre residents or businesses on local issues

¢ No elected body focused solely on the people who live and work in our city.

That’s why the St Albans Civic Society, in partnership with local residents
groups, is proposing a new parish council for central St Albans. This would be a
locally elected body—just like Harpenden Town Council—focused on preserving
and enhancing our unique city life. Our aim, to ensure that community
resources and local representation are maintained once the new unitary system
is place. A parish council is the lowest statutory level of local government and
acts as an elected body for a civil parish or town or city.

We are holding a meeting on Tuesday 16th September (7.30pm at the
Dagnall Street Church) to provide more information and encourage discussion.
There are more details above.

Your voice matters! The first stage of the consultation, a Community
Governance Review (CGR), is now live and closes on 6 October 2025. We're
calling for a parish council for central St Albans and to ensure we get the
proposal through it's vital we respond in large numbers.

To support the idea, email: CGR@stalbans.gov.uk. Include your name and
address (your details will be kept confidential). Alternatively, send the
same message to: Community Governance Review, Electoral Services, St
Albans City and District Council, Civic Centre, St Peters Street, St Albans, AL1
3JE.
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Chair: Mary Conneely chair@stalbanscivicsociety.com
Secretary: Robert Osborne secretary@stalbanscivicsociety.com
Membership Secretary: Jan Cropper membership@stalbanscivicsociety.com
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