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             ST ALBANS CIVIC SOCIETY 
    ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 
   FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2022 
 
Reference and administration details 
 
St Albans Civic Society is a charity registered with the Charity Commission, number 
200330. Its reference address is 19 Brampton Road, St Albans, AL1 4PP. The charity 
trustees who served during the year are: 
  

Freda Chaloner CBE  (Chairman) 
 Jon Bulloch   (Treasurer) 
 Robert Osborne   (Secretary) 
 Mary Conneely   
 Janet Cropper    Membership Secretary (from 9 September) 
 Peter Newby    
 Moragh Ormiston  Membership Secretary (resigned 9 September) 

Eric Roberts 
Robert Pankhurst  (from 9 September) 
Jill Singer 
 

Additionally Co-opted members of the Committee are Michael Fookes and Fiona Couper. 
Robert Pankhurst was a co-opted member until he was elected as a Trustee.  
  
 
Structure, governance and management 
 
The Society is an unincorporated association governed by its constitution. The charity 
trustees are its officers and its committee of management. They are elected annually at 
the Annual General Meeting. The trustees annually review the composition of the 
committee and new trustees are invited to join where it is felt they would strengthen the 
expertise of the committee. They are then inducted into the workings of the committee and 
their role as trustee. The Society has no employees and is run entirely by volunteers. 
 
Objectives, activities and public benefit 
 
The objectives of the Society are set out in its constitution and are in summary: 

1. To encourage high standards of architecture and town planning in and around St 
Albans. 

2. To stimulate public interest in, and care for, the beauty, history and character of 
the City and its surroundings. 

3. To encourage the preservation, development and improvement of the conditions 
in which we live and work. 

4. To pursue these ends by meetings, exhibitions, publications, schemes and co-
operation with other interested parties. 

 
The Society has no political or religious activities and is non-profit making. Membership is 
open, without restriction, to anyone who shares the objectives of the Society. The trustees 
therefore believe that they have fulfilled the public benefit requirements of the Charity 
Commission. 
 
Covid 19 continued to curtail our activities in the first part of the year but we were able to 
hold our Annual General Meeting at the Jubilee Centre on 9th September. This was well 
attended and included a buffet with a display of some of our archives to celebrate our 
60th anniversary.  
The main means of communication with members are regular email updates and the 
quarterly Newsletter together with a website which is regularly updated.  
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Achievements and performance 
 
Some of the main activities in 2021/22 have been: 
 
Planning and development: The Society continues to make significant contributions to 
the planning processes of the District. The Society’s planning advisory group regularly 
scrutinise the many incoming applications to the Council and alert the committee to those 
of special significance to the city. The Society continues to monitor ongoing planning and 
development issues, such as the CCOS site in the centre of the city, Verulamium and 
Clarence parks and the River Ver project.  
 
In addition to planning applications relating to buildings we continue to be concerned about 
the number of applications to fell otherwise healthy trees and we are more active now in 
monitoring and opposing these where appropriate. Trees are a very important part of our 
landscape, providing an important contribution to the health of the city and its residents 
and the Society will continue to increase its contribution in this area. 
 
We objected strongly to the White Paper proposals to change fundamentally the planning 
system and to other Government consultations on planning issues which would have 
significantly reduced local democratic input into planning applications. We are pleased to 
report that, as a result of strong objections from almost all responders these proposals 
have been substantially withdrawn. Regrettably the proposal to extend the permitted 
development rights legislation to retail properties in Conservation Areas was introduced 
and came into effect on 1 August 2021 
 
We engaged actively with St Albans District Council on a number of issues, including our 
concerns about the deterioration of the Charter Market, where we await the promised 
changes to the operation of the market, and their proposals to amend their planning 
processes which included the removal of the right of local councillors to call in applications 
to the Planning Committee. We had constructive discussions on the planning proposals 
following which some amended provisions for calling in applications are being introduced 
and we will monitor how successful they are in ensuring that there can be sufficient local 
input into such applications. 
 
Communication: The Society has a website, extensively updated during the year, under 
the immediate control of the Committee. Topical articles are written each month for the 
Herts Advertiser newspaper and the Society is a regular correspondent in the letters pages 
of the local press. The Society acts as a source of comment and informed opinion for the 
local press on breaking planning news. The Newsletter continues to maintain a lively and 
visually attractive layout, using editorial material provided by the co-editors and 
contributions from other members of the Society. The Society also communicates by email 
to members with topical comments. 
 
Awards: We were delighted to hold our Awards evening at the Maltings Arts Theatre on 
4th October 2021 which covered projects completed in both 2019 and 2020. The Mayor 
attended and presented the Awards and in addition to our members the audience included 
local councillors, representatives from across the construction industries and the owners 
of the short listed projects. The overall winner was the new Welcome Centre at St Albans 
Cathedral. 
 
60th Anniversary Grants: The Society was 60 years old in 2021 and as part of our 
celebrations we invited local organisations to bid for funding for projects that met the 
Society’s Objectives. We were very pleased to receive a wide variety of applications and 
we made awards to a total of 9 projects, including contributions to sensory gardens at 
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primary schools, planting of trees in a playing field, erection of benches and a memorial 
plaque for men who died in the first world war. Altogether we donated a total of £5684. 
 
Representation: The Society has been represented on many local committees, including 
the Verulamium Park Forum, the St Albans Visitor Partnership Steering Committee,  
Conservation 50 and Blue Plaques St Albans. Additionally the Society is represented on 
the Steering Group for the City Centre opportunity Site North (CCOSN) and is a member 
of the Focus Group for development of the new Strategic Local Plan. 
  
Sponsorship: The tree sponsorship in partnership with the Council was re-launched in 
August 2011 and has continued this year, with trees sponsored for £663 by the public. 
Details of the income and expenditure during the year are contained in note 5 to the 
accounts.  
 
Clock Tower: We were able to open the Clock Tower when Covid restrictions were lifted 
in June and had a successful shorter opening season, staffed by volunteer members from 
both the Society and SAHAAS. 
 
Speaker evenings: We held a number of speaker evenings during the year with a mixture 
of physical meetings and remote sessions via Zoom. Topics included our archives, the 
history of one of our streets in the Conservation Area and the History and Evolution of 
Conservation Areas. 
 
Visits: We were pleased to be able to once again arrange a visit and a coach visit was 
made to Hever Castle and Tunbridge Wells. 
 
 
Statement of Trustees’ Responsibilities 
 
The trustees are responsible for preparing the Trustees’ Report and the financial 
statements in accordance with applicable law and United Kingdom Accountancy Standards 
(United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accountancy Practice). The law applicable to 
charities in England and Wales requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for 
each financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and 
of the incoming resources and application of resources of the charity for that period. In 
preparing these financial statements the trustees are required to: 
 

 Select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 
 Observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP; 
 Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 
 State whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any 

material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; 
 Prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is 

inappropriate to presume that and the charity will continue in business. 
 
The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that disclose with 
reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and enable them to 
ensure that the financial statements comply with the Charities Act 2011, and the Charity 
(Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008. They are also responsible for safeguarding the 
assets of the charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection 
of fraud and other irregularities. 
 
Financial review and risks  
 
The trustees consider the state of finances to be sound. The Society is a not for profit 
organisation and this year a deficit on unrestricted funds was recorded of £3,467 (2021: 
surplus of £2,511). The accumulated surplus of unrestricted funds of £21,376 (2021: 
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£24,844) represents approximately 19 months of unrestricted expenditure (2021: 22 
months). The reserve is available to meet any unusual expenditure which might be 
necessary. The Trustees consider themselves justified in preparing the accounts on a 
going concern basis. The trustees have identified the major risks facing the Society and 
are satisfied measures have been taken to mitigate these. 
 
The trustees declare they have approved the Trustees’ Report above. 
 
Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees: 
 
 
 
Signed …………………………………… Date……………………. 
 
Jon Bulloch Treasurer  
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ST ALBANS CIVIC SOCIETY 
REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT EXAMINER TO THE TRUSTEES FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2022 
 
I report on the accounts of St Albans Civic Society (charity number 200330) for the year 
ended 31 March 2022 which comprise the Statement of Financial Activities, Balance 
Sheet and related notes. 
 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 
 
The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The Charity’s 
trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144(2) of the 
Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) and that an independent examination is needed. 
 
It is my responsibility to: 

 examine the financial statements under section 145 of the 2011 Act; 
 follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity 

Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act; and 
 state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

 
Basis of independent examiner’s statement 
 
My examination was carried out in accordance with General Directions given by the 
Charity Commissioners. An examination includes a review of the accounting records 
kept by the charity and a comparison of the financial statements presented with those 
records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the 
financial statements, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any 
such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be 
required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts 
present a “true and fair view” and the report is limited to those matters set out in the 
statement below. 
 
Independent examiner’s statement 
 
In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the 
requirements: 

 to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 
Act; and 

 to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to 
comply with the accounting requirement of the 2011 Act have not been 
met; or 

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper 
understanding of the financial statements to be reached. 

 
 
       Date:   
 
 
Silvia Vitiello FCCA    
Moore Kingston Smith LLP 
Chartered Accountant 
4 Victoria Square 
St Albans AL1 3TF 



ST ALBANS CIVIC SOCIETY
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2022

Unrestricted Unrestricted Restricted Restricted 
Funds Funds Funds Funds Total Total
2022 2021 2022 2021 2022 2021

Note £ £ £ £ £ £

INCOME 1.2

Charitable activities
Subscriptions 3,583 3,677 -             -             3,583 3,677
General donations 1,600 -               -             -             1,600 -          
Tree sponsorship -               -               663 1,154 663 1,154
Gift aid 645 851 -             -             645 851
Visits 1,716 -               -             -             1,716 -          

Investment income -             -             -          -          
Interest 2 10 -             -             2 10

TOTAL INCOME 7,546 4,538 663 1,154 8,209 5,692

EXPENDITURE 1.6

Charitable activities
Newsletter 332 195 -             -             332 195
Awards evening 319 -               -             -             319 -          
Retailer of the year -               -             -             -          -          
Meeting Expenses 1,106 -               -             -             1,106 -          
Administration 935 482 -             -             935 482
Subscriptions and donations 6,460 1,336 -             -             6,460 1,336
Printing & publicity -               -             -             -          -          
Insurance 285 -               -             -             285 -          
Depreciation 1.5 12 14 -             -             12 14
Trees and remembrance book -               897 2,265 897 2,265
Visits 1,564 -               -             -             1,564 -          
AGM 1.6 -               -             -             -          -          

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 11,013 2,027 897 2,265 11,910 4,292

NET INCOME (3,467) 2,511 (234) (1,111) (3,701) 1,400

Total funds brought forward 24,844 22,333 764 1,875 25,608 24,208

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 21,376 24,844 531 764 21,907 25,608
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ST ALBANS CIVIC SOCIETY
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 MARCH 2022

2022 2021
Note £ £

FIXED ASSETS

Tangible assets 2 67 79

TOTAL FIXED ASSETS 67 79

CURRENT ASSETS

Debtors 3 640 1,339

Cash at bank and in hand 21,344 24,337

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 21,984 25,676

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 4 144 147

NET CURRENT ASSETS 21,840 25,529

NET ASSETS 21,907 25,608

FUNDS OF THE SOCIETY

Unrestricted funds 21,376 24,844

Restricted funds 6 531 764

TOTAL FUNDS 21,907 25,608

The Balance Sheet was approved by the Trustees on 

John Thomson Treasurer

Date
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ST ALBANS CIVIC SOCIETY
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2022

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES

1.1 Basis of accounting

The financial statements have been prepared under the historic cost convention with items recognised
at cost or transaction value unless otherwise stated in the relevant notes to these accounts.
The financial statements have been prepared in accordamce with the Statement of Recommended 
Practice: Accounting and Reporting by Charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the
basis, and in accordance with applicable accounting standards and with Accounting
Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) issued on 16
July 2014 and the Charities Act 2011.

The trustees have assessed whether the use of going concern is appropriate and have considered
possible events of conditions that migh cast significant doubt on the ability of the charity to continue 
as a going concern. The trustees have made this assessment for a period of at least one year from
the date of approval of these financial statements. In particular, the trustees have considered the 
charity forecasts and projections and have taken into account of pressures on charitable income.
After making enquiries, the trustees have concluded that there is a reasonable expectation that the
charity has adequate resources to continue in operational existence for the foreseeable future.
The charity therefore continues to adopt the going concern basis in preparing its financial 
statements.

1.2 Recognition of incoming resources

a) Subscription income is accounted for on receipt.
b) Donation income is accounted for on receipt or when receivable, if confirmed.
c) Investment income is accounted for when receivable.
d) Incoming resources from tax reclaims (eg Gift Aid) are included in the accounts at the

same time as the income to which they relate.

1.3 Incoming resource with related expenditure

Where incoming resources have related expenditure (as with fundraising income), the
incoming resources and related expenditure are reported gross in the accounts.

1.4 Volunteer help

The value of any voluntary help received is not included in the accounts but is described
in the trustees' annual report.

1.5 Depreciation

Depreciation is provided on all tangible fixed assets at rates calculated to write off the cost of each
asset over its remaining useful life. Depreciation has been provided at the following rates:

Exhibition screens 15% on reducing balance.
Computers Written off over 3 years

1.6 Resources expended

All expenditure is accounted for on an accruals basis and has been included under
expense costs that agregate all costs for allocation to activities.

a) Governance costs include the specific costs directly involved with the constitutional
issues of the Society as opposed to generating voluntary income, fund raising or
undertaking charitable work to meet its objects.

b) Trustees are not remunerated but are entitled to reimbursement of reasonable costs
incurred in the furtherance of their duties. No expenses were paid to trustees in the
year (2021 - Nil).

c) No charge was incurred for the independent examination of the accounts (2021 - Nil)
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ST ALBANS CIVIC SOCIETY
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2022

1.7 Financial instruments
The charity only has financial asstets and financial liabilities of a kind that qualify as basic financial
instruments. Basic financial instruments are initially recognised at transaction value and subsequently
measured at their settlement value.

1.8 Critical accounting estimates and areas of judgement
In the view of the trustees in applying the accounting policies adopted, no judgements were
required that have a significant effect on the amounts recognised in the financial statements nor do
any estimates or assumptions made carry a significant risk of material adjustment in the next 
financial year.

2. Tangible fixed assets
Computer Screens Total

£ £ £
Cost
Balance at 1 April 2021 1,248 1,245 2,493
Balance at 31 March 2022 1,248 1,245 2,493

Depreciation
Balance at 1 April 2021 1,248 1,166 2,414
Depreciation charge for the year 12 12
Depreciation at 31 March 2022 1,248 1,178 2,426

Net book value at 31 March 2022 -          67 67

Net book value at 31 March 2021 -          79 79

3. Debtors 
2022 2021

£ £
Prepayments and accrued income -          -          
Gift Aid 640 1,339

640 1,339

4. Creditors 
2022 2021

£ £
Deferred income 144 147

144 147

Deferred income are the subscriptions paid in advance for the following year.

5. Restricted funds

The restricted funds arise from donations under the Tree Sponsorship partnership with
St Albans District Council. The movement in the funds during the year were:

Trees Total
£ £

Balance at 1 April 2021 764 1,875
Grants and donations 663 1,154
Expenditure (897) (2,265)

Balance at 31 March 2022 531 764

Any balance of the funds is included in the cash at bank figure in the Balance Sheet.

7. Related Party Transactions

There were no related party transactions during the year (2021 - Nil).
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