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Message from the Chairman

to keep going and to respond to
important local issues such as the Charter
Markets developments and to bring you
news about various topics. We have
regular monthly email updates for most
of our members but if you haven’t yet
registered to be included please do via
your email. And don’t forget our website
which contains lots of information.
We value every one of our members
whether or not they actively participate in
things. Your continued support helps to
give us a stronger voice in the
community. Our new membership year

Welcome to this Spring edition. The
newsletter is key to keeping in touch with
members as a copy goes to every one of
them, either by email or as a printed
copy. If you do decide you would like a
printed copy then please let us know at
stalbanscivicsociety@gmail.com
Covid 19 has meant that the Society, like
everyone else, has had to dispense with
much face to face activity and instead use
email and Zoom to communicate with
you. We have done our best to continue

starts on 1 April so please pay your
subscription now. HSBC has started
charging charities so cheques now cost
40p each to pay in. If you do online
banking please consider using that – but
if you don’t, we are happy to receive
cheques and we will value them as always.
Thank you for your support,
particularly over the last two Covid 19
dominated years. I look forward to times
which start to become more “normal”. As
you can see in this newsletter the Society
is as active and busy as ever!
Freda Chaloner

I

think that everyone agrees that this
area of St Albans is in need of
refurbishment and provides an
opportunity to deliver something exciting
and innovative to enhance the centre of
the city. It is important not to waste such
an opportunity and the Society will do all it
can to help deliver this.
The beginning has been rather rocky,
with the premature announcement that the
Arena would be demolished and a new
theatre/performance area built in another
part of the site. However, a very clear
assurance has now been given that no
decision has yet been made about the
future of the Arena.
It is important to remember that this
redevelopment is about reinvigorating the
whole area of which the Arena is a part.
Views differ about the building with some
members feeling passionate that it should
be preserved and others that its time has
passed and we need a new performance
venue. What does appear to be clear is that,
if it is to be retained, then it will need
significant renovation and renewal to meet
current and future needs.
The Civic Society has been invited to be
represented on a number of project
streams and we are taking up that offer.
We will seek to ensure that the heritage of
the Arena is taken into account and that
the environmental costs of demolition,
retention and renewal are fully costed. There
is planned to be a Royal Institute of British
Architects (RIBA) led competition and we
will continue to press for a brief which

City Centre Opportunity
Site North and Culture
includes the possibilities of both a new
performance venue and a repurposed Arena.
The Council’s current timetable is to have
the competition brief available by this June.
Before then a cultural strategy, to include the
future uses that a performance venue will

need to meet, has to be developed. Wide
communication and consultation are
promised. So do take any opportunity to
get involved and please continue to feed
your thoughts to the Society.
Freda Chaloner

We want your views
As well as the Civic Centre Opportunity Site
North (CCOSN) there is lots going on at
the moment – what are your views? Are
there issues where you think the Society
should be more active? For example:
n

n

The Charter Markets – are they being
‘killed’ by Covid? By the Council’s plans?
How can they best be saved?
Pedestrianisation – Good or bad?

n
n

n

Changes to Planning processes
Consultation on whether the non
parished area of St Albans should have
a Town Council
Local Plan development and what it
should include about the city centre

Not just your thoughts but offers of help
with these or any other issues would be
most welcome.

REMEMBER: Subscriptions remain unchanged and are renewable on 1 April
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60th Anniversary Grants Awarded

M

embers may remember the article
about St Albans Civic Society
becoming sixty years old last
summer. To help celebrate being around
for all those years and to look to the future,
sixty £100 slices of ‘anniversary cake’ – up
to £6,000 – were made available from the
Society’s funds for local organisations and
schools to apply for to help fund their
projects to get started or completed.
Details on how to apply appeared in the
Herts Advertiser, the Society’s newsletter
and website. The deadline was the end of
2021. By 31 December there had been 12
applications and on 4 January four of the
Society’s Trustees held a special Zoom
meeting to decide on and recommend to
the committee the successful applicants
and the amounts granted.
As a Registered Charity it is essential that
the Civic Society conducts its affairs with

sound governance. Certain criteria had to
be met. Unfortunately, three applications
either failed to do so or more information
was deemed necessary about costs and
timescales. This meant that nine
organisations qualified successfully for
various ‘slices of our £6,000 cake’!
We are delighted to say grants ranging
from £300 (3 slices!) up to £1,500 (15 slices!)
have been awarded depending on the
amounts sought and the nature and size of
the project. That means good news for the
King’s Road War Memorial initiative
(£1500); the Friends of Batchwood’s four
benches (£484); the three willow trees
planted in Victoria Playing Field to help
with drainage (£1000) and the small band
of volunteers who help maintain part of the
Ford Garden by St Michael’s Bridge (£400).
Plus grants to several Primary Schools
proposing to create sensory gardens – to

name but a few from an eclectic group of
applications.
The complete list appears below.
Meanwhile, thoughts are turning as to what
to do for this year.
It has been good to be able to give
something both helpful and positive to the
local community. Perhaps you know of a
project that might qualify in the future?
Aboyne Lodge School
Mary Wix Primary School
St Peter’s School
Victoria Playing Field
St Michael’s Ford Garden
Friends of Batchwood
(£84 paid for plaques)
Cottonmill and Nunnery Allotments
Association
King’s Road War Memorials
Cottonmill and Sopwell Hub
Campaign

£500
£500
£500
£1000
£400
£484

£300
£1500
£500

Eric Roberts

Photographs by Toby Shepheard

The Mayor unveils a Blue Plaque
on the Museum+Gallery

O

ver the last couple of years the
Blue Plaques St Albans group
have been working to establish a
scheme to commemorate famous citizens
who have lived and worked in St Albans, with
the aim of placing ‘blue plaques’ on buildings
associated with their lives. The initiative
resembles the well-known blue plaque
scheme run by English Heritage in London.
The setting up of the Blue Plaques St
Albans organisation is a important initiative.
Although there are already some plaques in
St Albans, celebrating famous men and
women, they are few and far between and
there are many more who should be
commemorated - both for the community
and visitors. A first batch of nominees has
been identified, along with the buildings

and places associated with them, and are
now in the process of being approved.
Under the scheme the first plaque was
unveiled by the Mayor, Cllr Edgar Hill on
the afternoon of 25 February. The plaque
commemorates one of the leaders, John
Ball, of the Peasants’ Revolt in 1381.
Following the
failure of the Revolt
John Ball’s trial was
held in the Moot
Hall in St Albans,
which was
demolished in the
16th century and much later replaced by
the present Town Hall building, now
St Albans Museum+Gallery. Ball was
sentenced to death, offered the chance to

repent but refused, and he was hanged,
drawn and quartered in the presence of
King Richard II on 15 July 1381.
Chaired by Prof Tim Boatswain, Blue
Plaques St Albans is made up of
representatives from:
• St Albans Civic Society
• St Albans & Hertfordshire Architectural
& Archaeological Society
• St Albans City Tour Guides
• St Albans Abbey Cathedral
• St Albans Museum+Gallery
• Conservation 50
• St Albans Business Improvement
District (BID)
• St Albans City & District Council
The St Albans Civic Society has made a
donation to Blue Plaques St Albans.
If you would like to get involved or to
make a donation please contact:
blueplaquesstalbans@gmail.com
or phone 07873586074.
Tim Boatswain

STOP PRESS: Another Blue Plaque unveiled on 25 March for Nathaniel Cotton, Mental Health Pioneer and Poet (1706-1788) College St/Dagnall St corner.
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The
Swinging
Sixties
n 1961 £2530 was the UK average house
price, Harold MacMillan was Prime
Minister, the Jaguar E Type was new,
The Beatles hadn’t hit the charts.
In St Albans Ken Lindsay, Sidney Beck
and Bill Prentice decided St Albans needed
a Civic Society. They approached Mayor Dr
Elsie Toms for assistance and called a public
meeting in March 1961 with a speaker from
the new Civic Trust. St Albans Civic Society
was formed. By October there were 180
members paying 5 shillings annually. So, what
were the important issues in 1961 St Albans?
Geoffrey Trevelyan, Chairman, announced
four sub-committees. First Planning, with
regular scrutiny of planning applications
and objections if necessary, also sometimes
support for the Council if a refusal was
appealed. This sub-committee is still the
Civic Society Planning Advisory Group.
The next was Current Action, to identify
areas which could be improved by tree
planting, clearing rubbish etc. This no

I

Clock Tower
- volunteers wanted
olunteers from the Civic Society
open the Clock Tower for visitors
sharing this activity with members
of the St Albans & Hertfordshire Architectural
& Archaeological Society from Easter to the
end of September and on other special
occasions, such as the switch on of the
Christmas lights.
This year the Clock Tower opens on
Good Friday, 15 April and we expect to run

V

Dr Elsie Toms
longer has a sub-committee but is still a
focus, particularly through support for
local residents’ groups.
A Development sub-committee dealt
with long term planning matters. A letter
and statement were sent to every member
of the City Council about the urgent need
for a development plan for the city centre.
If a detailed plan were not produced, they
thought, it would be difficult to control the
activities of property developers. Although
this sub-committee no longer exists, the
need for a coherent plan for the city centre
and the district is still high on the agenda.
The last sub-committee concerned
traffic and here there have been real
changes. Congestion and parking, current
concerns, do not figure. The issue was
through traffic, particularly heavy goods

vehicles, travelling
through the city
instead of on the
newly built M1, M10
and recently widened North Orbital Road.
Geoffrey Trevelyan particularly mentioned
the need for tree planting throughout the
city. This has become even more important
and through the Civic Society and Council
Tree Sponsorship Scheme the Society has
made a real contribution. This is part of Mary
Conneely’s focus on greening the city and
the Planning Group now include scrutiny
of tree work applications.
Sadly, we need to travel back in time to
find a St Albans house under £3000, but
some burning issues have travelled with us.
A Development sub-committee return?
Jill Singer

through until Sunday 25 September. In order
to stay open every weekend and Bank
Holidays we need all the help we can get
from our volunteers. This valued group of
people (known as Clockateers) help us open
the Clock Tower to the public, which
includes visitors from around the world. It
is very rewarding to meet the variety of
people who come to climb the 93 spiral
steps to the top. If you would like to find out
more and can spare two hours on a Saturday
or Sunday a few times over the Spring and
Summer months then please get in touch.
The Clock Tower provides the Society
with additional income which helps
support our activities.
As a thank you to our ‘Clockateers’ there
is a party every year which takes place at
Verulamium Museum. This year’s was held
on Friday 11 March and encouraged
volunteers to sign up for 2022.
If you would like to become one of
those volunteers and join us next time,
then please contact me on
secretary@stalbanscivicsociety.com
Robert Osborne

The Society seeks
a newsletter editor
he main tasks include collecting
articles for publication, written by
members or other contributors.
The newsletter is published three to four
times a year.
The Editor will work with the designer
(this is currently Roy Bellamy) who puts
the layout together. Other members will
assist with proof reading.
The majority of the newsletters are sent
by email. About 50 copies are printed in hard
copy, arranged by the designer and then
either posted or hand delivered to members.
If you are interested in helping with
this please contact Freda Chaloner, the
Chairman, for more details.
chair@stalbanscivicsociety.com

T

The St Albans Civic Society is
on Twitter. Follow us at
@stalbancivicsoc
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Let’s face it, we’ve lived through a
momentous period in world history and
some of us may wish to commemorate it,
or a person, an event, or life itself. So
how can we do this and plant something
positive for the future?
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Tree Sponsorship

What about planting a tree?
THINGS ALL STARTED IN 1999 when the
St Albans Civic Society took the lead in
improving St Peter’s Street. It was in a poor
state, lacking greenery and had lost many of
the original trees planted by the Victorians.
Those magnificent 36 London plane trees
we see today are through the efforts of the
Civic Society as part of its Tree Sponsorship
Campaign in partnership with the St Albans
District Council (SADC). Some £10,000 in
sponsorship was obtained to plant and
maintain them.
Since then the scheme has grown and
has raised over £25,000 to plant trees all
over the city, in parks, recreational
grounds, open spaces and kerbsides. The
scheme covers all costs and maintenance.
Sponsors can choose from a range of sites
identified and maintained by SADC and in
some cases can be in individual gardens.
Once the request for a tree has been paid for,
sponsors are entitled to have it recorded and
an artist produces a page with an illustration
of their chosen tree, its site and a message of

Your Membership

F

irstly, a big thank you to all members
– we now number over 300 currently
paid-up households – who have
supported the Society during the last difficult
year. ‘Meeting’ electronically was always
going to be a challenge but one to which
many people have risen in a period when
face to face gatherings were not possible.
Having now completed nearly six
months as Membership Secretary it seems
to me important that in the next year we
encourage a new generation of St Albans
residents to join us. Young families have
many calls on their time, but If you have a
friend or neighbour who you think might
be interested in the future of the city where
they live and maybe work in please do
draw the existence of the Society to their
attention. And if you have any ideas how
we could make family membership more

dedication. This is then added to the Tree
Book of Remembrance that is kept in a glass
cabinet in the foyer of the Civic Centre.
To help pay for this sponsors are asked
if they can add Gift Aid, which helps to pay
for the artists work, as well as for the tree,
its planting and future maintenance costs.
We have tried to make the tree sponsorship
process self funding.
Civic Societies are well known and
respected for their work around planning
issues, the built environment and the
public realm. However, here we are also
increasing the range of work we do about
our environment. We can see change all
around us, warmer and wetter winters,
which scientists can show is linked to
climate change. Last year saw widespread

and devastating fires, from California to
Australia. Associated climatic impact will
follow. This affects us all.
Within our historic city trees and the
natural environment have a part to play, allied
to wildlife and diversity needs. So, how do we
address this and seek to protect and value
both the natural and built environment?
We can increase this diversity by
planting more trees. We can also use it to
mark significant events, be it surviving the
pandemic, remembering a loved one,
celebrating a new born or adding to the
tree count to help celebrate the Queens’s
Platinum Jubilee Year 2022.
If you’d like to know more or ask for a
sponsorship form, please contact us.

attractive, we’d be delighted to hear
from you.
Finally, a reminder that the membership
subscriptions, however you choose to pay,
are due now. Many of you have already set
up Standing Orders, for which we thank
you – you have nothing further to do.
Payment by bank transfer (BACS) is also
welcome. We do realise that for some
people electronic banking may seem a step
too far but high street banks now make it
more and more difficult (and are starting to
impose charges) to process cheques so it
would help the Society if you would
consider the alternatives.
And finally, if you pay UK tax but have
not considered Gift Aiding your payment,
please do – it costs you nothing and the
Society, as a registered charity, can claim
25% of the amount.

Membership Matters

Jan Cropper

Membership Secretary

In order to avoid any possible confusion or misunderstanding members are respectfully asked that,
should they be involved in any meeting or activity where they declare they are a member of this
Society, they make it clear that their attendance and any opinion expressed does not automatically
represent those of the Society’s Committee. The Committee can always be contacted for advice,
information and update on any matter by any member. Equally, the Society wishes to make it clear that
when it is consulted about any item this should not be automatically deemed as leading to consent.

Mary Conneely

To join or renew membership
Subscriptions remain unchanged and are
renewable on 1 April each year.
lndividual
Family (2 or more)
Pensioner/Student/Unwaged
Residents’ Association
Corporate

£10
£15
£7
Free*
£50

To join or check payment details please see
the website or contact the Membership
Secretary, Jan Cropper,
tel: 01727 844363 or email
membership@stalbanscivicsociety.com or
post to 7 Upton Avenue, St Albans AL3 5EW
*Associations receive two newsletters.
The Society acknowledges with
gratitude the support from the
following Corporate Members:
n
n
n
n

Austin Trueman Associates
Debenhams Ottaway
Milligan Knight Architects
National Pharmacy Association

St Albans Civic Society is a Registered Charity No. 200330. The articles in this newsletter express the views of the individual contributors and should not be taken as necessarily giving the
policy or opinion of the St. Albans Civic Society. The Society welcomes contributions from members and readers. Designed by Roy Bellamy.

