
lsie Toms, Bernard Cox, Geoffrey
Trevelyan and Cyril Swinson set 
about forming a conservation 

and amenity society for St Albans similar to
that pioneered elsewhere by Duncan
Sandys back in 1957. 

Sandys had established the Civic Trust,
an organisation aimed at enabling ordinary
people (the man and woman on the
Clapham omnibus) to have a greater say in
the developments taking place in the areas
where they lived. Today the national
organisation, now called Civic Voice, and
our Society are both still working as busily
as ever towards the same aims.

Over all those sixty years, the Society has
had its battles, successes and disappoint-
ments. It has often put its head above the
parapet giving comments and suggestions
on how St Albans should look and function.
Not everyone always agreed with what we
have said, but the Society has had some

notable successes. Think back to the
proposed monolithic monstrosity and then
the two tower blocks envisaged for the city
centre to house a multi-screened cinema
and flats complex; or the fight to save the
Odeon from demolition together with its
subsequent restoration to become today’s
beloved Odyssey. 

The Society maintains its upfront
campaigning position in the (still ongoing)
Railfreight fight; the various campaigns and
battles to save and plant trees as in St Peter’s
Street and Bricket Road; and numerous plans
for the city, such as the CCOSS process.
Alongside this work, it has established a
social programme of talks and visits and
continues to help keep the clock tower
open to visitors - all recently frustrated
somewhat by Covid-19 but, hopefully, ready
to get back to normal again soon. 

‘Looking to the Future, with an eye on
the Past’ has become the Society’s motto.

Sixty years and still going! 
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Looking to the future -
with an eye on the past
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This summer the St Albans Civic Society turns sixty years of age.It was founded
in 1961 by four intrepid residents after a public meeting in the (old) Town Hall.

ut of the gloom of Covid-19 and 
the lockdowns can emerge rays 
of sunshine that not only offer us

some cheer but also food for thought for
the future. 

Backing on to the Cathedral in a George
Street garden are some beehives. Since the

Bees know best!

O

Continued on the next page

Today it is most appropriate. Important
subjects like a City Vision and a Neighbour-
hood Plan and Forum now mix with
involvement over protecting among others
the Roman Wall, the future of the city’s
Charter Market and the Cathedral Quarter.

Over the years the Society has sadly lost
its pioneers and it is fair to say that many of
its current 450 members are of mature
years! It now also needs younger residents
to become involved not only to ensure
continuity but to be able to contribute their
views about what the future should look
like for St Albans. 

Following the Society’s AGM on 
9 September 2021 it is planned to
celebrate the Society’s sixty years
with a raised glass to remember that
past and to look forward to the years
ahead. Do please join us then!

emergency Covid-19 arrangements the
street has been ‘pedestrianised’ to assist
social distancing. There have been other
nearby traffic reducing measures also. 
As a result, the beekeeper reports that
honey production has almost doubled.
Apparently, the bees much appreciate their

new, less polluted environment. 
Of course, it’s not all about the reduction

in traffic, particularly of the lorries and
coaches that usually choke this area. Many
people have noticed less aircraft flying too. 

Are there lessons to be learned from all
this? The hope remains that we will soon
start getting back to normal – whatever
‘normal’ will eventually mean! There are
already Council policies and good
intentions to make St Albans a greener city
with the many benefits this can bring
environmentally, economically and for our
well-being. It’s not about being anti-car for
there will be a need to ensure people can
easily access the city centre. But it does mean
more thought about how traffic is managed
and where it can and should not go. 

Recently, the County Council held a
consultation about the possible permanent
pedestrianisation of George Street, Market
Place and the implications for High Street
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n the Spring edition of the Newsletter,
I wrote an article about the importance 
of mature urban trees: they provide

a natural aesthetic quality for our well-
being, as well as absorbing air and noise
pollution, while helping cool the
environment and preventing flooding. My
plea was that we should be recognising the
immense contribution mature trees make
to the urban landscape and, in a nutshell,
should change an out-dated and harmful
mindset by putting trees before traffic
rather than the other way around.

At that time I had set up a petition
which sought to save a landmark lime tree
on Bricket Road that was threatened with
felling because it was deemed to represent
a ‘visibility’ safety issue for vehicles exiting
the new underground car park that is part
of the development on the Civic Centre
Opportunity Site South. The petition
garnered 720 signatories – thanks to all
those who signed - which got me a meeting
with the Herts County Council. The
decision to fell the tree was reconsidered
and with the support of the City and
District Council it has now been agreed
that the footpath at the entrance to the car
park will be extended and the tree can be
saved.

This is good news but the not so good

The Lime Tree in Bricket Road

news is that it has been decided that the
lime should be cut back (crowned):

It is necessary for works to be carried
out on it because it is currently impacting
the works on site, including Morgan
Sindall’s ability to progress the steel frame
works in that area. Therefore following
discussions with colleagues within Parks

Tim’s tree saved…                                                 …well sort of.

I

Bees know best, continued
and other parts of the city centre and
Cathedral Quarter. 

As reported in the last newsletter, the
Society also consulted members about the
possible enhancement of George Street if it
is to be pedestrianised permanently, giving

it a better, level surface and decent street
furniture. Nearly forty people responded to
an invitation to comment. All, but one,
were in favour, with a few offering
suggestions and concerns. 
This is our city and that of future
generations. Think about the positives

from those many Covid months.
Remember what the bees made of it.

‘And stands the church clock at 
ten to three? 

And is there honey still for tea?’ 
The answer is definitely ‘yes!’

Eric Roberts 

and Green Spaces it has been agreed in 
the best interest of the tree that it will be
crowned.

This work has now been carried out and
the lime tree looks rather sad but it has
been around for 150 years so it is hardy and
let’s hope it will soon recover its majesty!

Tim Boatswain

By the time you read this I am hopeful that the Clock Tower 
will once again be open to visitors. This 600-year-old 
heritage gem is always a hit with tourists and residents

alike and is usually open between March and September.
Members of our Society and those of SAHAAS host the

welcome desk in pairs on Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays. 
The shifts are mostly 90-minutes long starting at 10.30am, 12

noon, 1.30pm and 3pm (the latter ending at 5pm) and I would
like to invite you to join up as a fellow Clockateer and take part
in sharing our wonderful heritage with the always very
enthusiastic visitors.

Not only will you be helping to conserve and promote this
unique building, but you will be contributing to the Society’s
funds as the proceeds are shared between the two organisations
enabling them to carry out their various activities. 

For more information, please contact me, Freda Chaloner, 
on 07710 498951.

Freda Chaloner

A call-up for Clockateers
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Opportunity Knocks 
for Drovers Way

t surely comes as no surprise that the 
British public ‘overwhelmingly’ showed
a preference for traditional architecture

over brutalism in a recent poll conducted
by the Policy Exchange.

The survey of over 1,500 people found
that the majority liked public buildings
built in the 19th-century style through to
the early 20th century the best.

Top of the poll came Bristol City Hall built
in 1952 to a Neo-Georgian style. Indeed, the
top five were all built in a traditional design
whilst those at the bottom of the poll were
all post-modern and brutalist, built after 1960,
like the Town Hall in Hove (1974). Many
people appear uneasy when it comes to
modern architecture. It need not be so, for
when good, contemporary design is applied
sympathetically to surroundings, like Art
Deco was, the results can be uplifting.

We can draw some similar comparisons
right here in St Albans along St Peter’s
Street. Framed at the southern end is the

former Town Hall, built in 1830 to a Neo-
Grecian style, by architect George Smith.
Whilst we have seen the once brutal façade
of the BHS building demolished, there are
the somewhat block-like buildings opposite
currently housing Barclays and a betting
shop, namely Lockey and Forrester Houses
respectively (Gibberd 1960). We wonder
how people rate them?

That BHS building has been replaced by a
new hotel (Travelodge) which with its more
traditional brick façade, and despite some
controversial adornments, does now blend
in better with the street scene. Its entrance
is in Drovers Way. There an opportunity
presents itself – but will it be missed?

Drovers Way, until recently gave a very
off-putting look to anyone arriving into St
Albans seeking this cathedral city’s multi-
storey car park. But things have started to
change for the better. Now there is the
Premier Inn building’s entrance, a modern
block of flats on the former Butler’s site and

I the new Travelodge entrance. The market
stalls compound might come up for possible
development; the former nightclub is to
become residential and there is the area at
the rear of the empty former Holland &
Barrett and Pound Shop stores.

This is a real opportunity to enhance the
streetscape. It is to be hoped architects,
developers and the Council’s planners and
Councillors will take notice of the recent
poll and the public’s preference for well-
designed, new buildings reflecting some
traditional characteristics with an overall
planning vision. Along with some pedestrian
safety measures at certain pinch points,
Drovers Way could become considerably
enhanced, thus demonstrating the
Government’s aim in its planning reforms
to ‘build beautiful’ in keeping with local
design codes and people’s preferences.

Join us in looking out for the planning
applications and exercising your right to
comment – whilst you still can.

Eric Roberts 
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A Blue-Green St Albans

Irecently visited the Living Forest at the
London Design Biennial, Somerset 
House where they have planted 400

trees and it brought to mind an article I
had read about the city of Melbourne’s
urban forest strategy to cope with climate
change. The introduction to the strategy
and how it will be achieved, says it all.

The strategy aims to:
n adapt our city to climate change
n mitigate the urban heat island effect 

by bringing our inner-city temperatures 
down

n create healthier ecosystems
n become a water-sensitive city
n engage and involve the community.

We will achieve this by:
n increasing canopy cover from 22 per cent

to 40 per cent by 2040
n increasing forest diversity with no more 

than five per cent of one tree species, 
no more than ten per cent of one genus
and no more than 20 per cent of any 
one family

n improving vegetation health
n improving soil moisture
n improving biodiversity
n informing and consulting with 

the community.

A crucial part of the plan is to increase
the number of trees and green spaces and
this is already having an impact upon the
city and its citizens.

Firstly, a database has been established
that maps all the trees in the city and
people have been encouraged to identify
and engage with their favourite tree (no
guesses which one I identify with in St
Albans: the lovely lime tree in Bricket Road
which I am very happy to report has been
saved).

The approach Melbourne is taking is
being mirrored in cities across the world
and we must not miss the opportunity for
St Albans. I think we are all learning how
important nature, and the symbiotic
relationship we have with plants and
animals, are in nurturing our health and
well-being. The Covid pandemic has
helped us realise that access to green
spaces and forests is really important for
our physical and mental health. Most of us
have been forced to slow down and
contemplate our environment in a new
way: we spend more time at home and
have got to know our local neighbourhood
in a way we hadn’t before. Amidst the

sadness and frustration of Covid, our
relationship with nature has been
increased and enhanced.

Besides a recognition that greening is
important for climate change another
element people have been talking about
with regard to their health and equilibrium
is the importance of water, whether it’s
rivers, canals, lakes, waterfalls or even
fountains and water features. If we are
thinking about water in a city these last two
are conspicuous by their absence in St
Albans. Along with increasing the
biodiversity and planting more trees this
lack of water features in our city centre is
surely something we need to address: we
shouldn’t just green St Albans, we should
aim to be a blue-green city, and that doesn't

The way things were and (below) the way things could be.

just mean providing sources of water but
creating a natural water cycle through
water management that integrates with a
green infrastructure. We need to be like
Melbourne and also become a water-
sensitive city.

In the past, the impression has been
that urban planning has been working
against nature. We now need to reverse
that culture and in our post-pandemic,
climate crisis world, ensure nature is
integrated into city landscapes.

Past mindsets should be adjusted and as
the Chinese architect, Ma Yansong, said:

“We need to enter a new era to make
nature and humans more emotionally
connected in modern cities.”

Tim Boatswain
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Anne Boleyn and the mysterious 
St Albans connection  

Everyone knows what happened to 
Henry the VIII’s second wife, but 
there are many unanswered

questions about the story of her short life.
Was she scheming, ambitious and immoral
or the highly educated mother of England’s
greatest ruler? Was she truly in love with
the king, or driven by a desire for power,
court life and the riches it brought her?
Whatever the truth, this great drama also
touched our city of St Albans.

There is evidence that Anne spent time
in this area with Henry when he was still
married to Catherine. They allegedly
enjoyed trysts at Sopwell and tradition has
it that Henry arranged for Anne to stay at
Sopwell nunnery (now in ruins) when she
was trying to hide away. The story goes that
they met in secret under the magnificent
cedar tree in St Stephens Churchyard, and
that Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn were
actually married at Sopwell Priory. 

This story cannot be verified, but some
mystery does surround their marriage. Anne
rejected Henry’s rather churlish offer to
make her his sole mistress for a long time
but (as recorded by Archbishop Cranmer)
they were eventually married in London in a
low-profile ceremony on 25 January 1533. It
is also significantly documented that prior to
this on 14 November 1532, ‘the King
married the Lady Anne which marriage was
kept so secret that very few knew it.’ This
secret ceremony may have taken place in
London or Dover, but there is also a
possibility that it could have been in their
former haunt of St Albans according to the
legend. Since Elizabeth was born in
September 1533, it seems likely that a
‘secret’ marriage took place somewhere in
November 1532 to ensure the legitimacy of
any child. Anne is known to have visited her
small daughter at nearby Hatfield House.

For those wishing to know more about
this fascinating Queen, the Society is
organising a coach visit to Hever Castle,
Anne’s childhood home, and to Royal
Tunbridge Wells on Saturday 2 October
2021. The price of £39 per person includes

coach travel, discounted entry to Hever
Castle and a special Tudor tea. Please
book early because spaces are limited.

For more information, contact:
stalbanscivicsociety@gmail.com or
vshrimplin@gmail.com to indicate interest.

The visit will be preceded by a talk
about Anne Boleyn on 16th September
2021, at the Cross Street Centre, Dagnall
Street, at 8.00 pm. 

Valerie Shrimplin

Greening Greying the city
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Membership Matters
To join or renew membership
Subscriptions remain unchanged and are
renewable on 1 April each year.

lndividual  £10
Family (2 or more) £15
Pensioner/Student/Unwaged £7
Residents’ Association Free
Corporate  £50

To join or check payment details please see
the website or contact the Membership
Secretary, Moragh Ormiston, 
tel: 01727 865421 or email
moragh.e.ormiston@gmail.com or post 
to Thatched House, Abbey Mill End, 
St Albans AL3 4HN

The Society acknowledges with
gratitude the support from the
following Corporate Members:

� Austin Trueman Associates
� Christopher Place Shopping Centre
� Debenhams Ottaway
� Milligan Knight Architects
� National Pharmacy Association

In order to avoid any possible confusion or misunderstanding members are respectfully asked that,
should they be involved in any meeting or activity where they declare they are a member of this
Society, they make it clear that their attendance and any opinion expressed does not automatically
represent those of the Society’s Committee. The Committee can always be contacted for advice,
information and update on any matter by any member. Equally, the Society wishes to make it clear that
when it is consulted about any item this should not be automatically deemed as leading to consent.

The Society is all about
encouraging high
standards of architecture
and town planning here

in our historic city.
A big contributor to this work is our Awards
Scheme for new developments, architecture
and other types of community projects,
which we hope will lead to better design
and quality provision to enhance the city’s
environment and its amenities.

And you can help us in this endeavour
by letting us know of any development that
you think deserves attention. The city is
going through an unprecedented period of
change, and it is important that interest is
stimulated and maintained to help to
create a better future.

The range of awards can include buildings
but also things like small extensions, restored
features and windows on a period property,
a rebuilt wall, or projects to benefit the
community.

The categories of the awards are:
n The Trevelyan Prize, given for 

conservation and craftsmanship
n Residential projects
n Community projects
n Commercial projects

Awards season draws near

A gentle reminder to all who haven’t yet
paid their subs that annual membership
fees were due on 1st April. The St Albans
Civic Society Constitution states that
Membership lapses unless payment is
made before 30th June 2021.  Payment by
Standing Order is preferred. Details on
(unchanged) subscription rates and how
to pay can be found on the website
www.stalbanscivicsociety.net under
‘About Us’ or see below.

AWOL
Subscriptions 

Please note that this year’s AGM is planned
to take place on 9th September with the
added attraction of complementary
celebratory drinks and a mini buffet to
toast the 60th anniversary of our Society’s
foundation. Details to be announced.

A date for 
your diary

The St Albans Civic Society is 
on Twitter. Follow us at 
@stalbancivicsoc

We are currently looking at new works
completed between 1 January 2019 and 
31 December last year.

The process has been affected by the
pandemic which means that, reluctantly,
this year’s Awards team will judge only on
exterior appearance instead of the usual
assessments which include internal visits.

Here are some thoughts about what the
Society will be looking for:

We shall be looking for quality, at
designs that are relevant to today, and to
their context; projects that do not resort 
to historical falsehood. Where a pastiche
might be relevant, it should be clever,
inventive and stylish. We will also be
looking for projects that reflect
sustainability. Overall, we are looking for
projects that add positively and honestly to
our historic city.

We invite your suggestions of schemes
that you would like us to look at. 

Please send any nominations to
stalbanscivicsociety@gmail.com 
without delay.

Details of the Awards Evening itself will
appear in the next newsletter.

Geraint John and the Awards Team 

A reminder of some of the winners from recent years.
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