
overeign Way, Lamb Alley, Pudding Lane, Boot Alley 
are just some of the various alleyways that crisscross 
the area between French Row, Market Place and

Chequer Street. They offer a fascinating insight into St Albans’
past and ought to be little gems in our city. Sadly, they are not.
Instead, they are dirty, graffiti-ridden and often a rubbish

dumping ground – places people tend to avoid and ignore.
In Boot Alley can be seen the remains of Tudor brickwork.
City Guides often take visitors there but not without some
apprehension and embarrassment at the likely squalor to be
encountered.
Things have got to change. For too long there has been

talk about doing so – but only talk. Until now that is!
Conservation 50, the committee formed in 2018 to celebrate
and promote fifty years of Conservation Areas in St Albans,
is working on plans to clean these alleyways and highlight
their character and history in the city centre. The Civic
Society as a founder member of Conservation 50 is fully

supportive of this initiative. Its former Chairman, now
President, Tim Boatswain, continues to Chair this small
group drawn from other organisations including SAHAAS
and local Residents’ Associations. The aim is to liaise with
the local Council and BID as well as schools and businesses
to improve things there and thus make these fascinating
alleyways a feature for people to use, explore and learn
about the city’s past.
Why does this matter? Apart from restoring some civic

pride here, it will add another feature and asset to the St
Albans experience. Think York and its Shambles, Lewes and
the Twittens, and even Brighton’s Lanes and Laines District
(by the station).
Once rid of COVID-19, more people will be looking for

interesting staycations. With its new city centre hotel nearby,
the alleyways will be another jewel in the St Albans crown of
attractions. It all adds up to a lot of heritage andbusiness sense.

Jill Singer and Eric Roberts
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O temporary and will be reviewed/removed this March
depending on the COVID-19 situation. The Society’s
proposals therefore seek to look beyond this date and draw
on the experience of the emergency arrangements. If
George Street is to continue to offer an attractive retail and
hospitality experience, something needs to be done to
improve its appeal and ambiance. Hence the proposals.  
The map and illustration, produced for us by member

Angela Mellen, were possible suggestions and not agreed
features. The ‘O’ at the top of George Street was not a
roundabout but an indication of a possible turning circle for
cars, as is currently the case. As stated, larger vehicles (ie
coaches) would not be able to so manoeuvre hence the
reference to the role and status of High Street and the
accessibility to traffic, especially in a West to East direction
for at least certain times of the day. As the circular stressed
‘nothing has been decided as the decision will be for the
Local and County Councils and elected representatives to
make.’ The intention was for the Civic Society to start a
discussion on the subject. This has happened! 

Summary 

There is support for an enhanced, pedestrianised George
Street. However, as some respondents pointed out, further

f the 37 responses in all, 28 are in favour including 
some with ideas, one against and eight expressing
concerns. There was also one detailed response on

design suggestions which could be considered in support
and, although not asked for at this stage, along with other
comments and concerns, could be useful and made available
at a later date. Someof the responseswere from non-members
as the plan appeared in the Herts Advertiser as well as in the
news email to members.

Comment and Clarification

It would appear that some respondents either misread or
misinterpreted the proposals. The prime focus was on
George Street and ‘concern expressed on the future of
shops in this part of the Cathedral Quarter.’ This was
evident even before COVID-19 with some premises
converting to residential and others standing empty. As the
initial circular went on to state: ‘The Covid-19 situation has
brought emergency powers that closed George Street to
traffic in order to enable social distancing. It has been
pedestrianised.’ There was, therefore, no time for any pre-
consultation, comment on layout or design nor planning
permission application.  
It is understood that the present installations are

Beauty and 
function for 
George Street

Responses to the Society’s
consultation on a proposed
enhancement of George Street are
in and make interesting reading.

Continued on the next page
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consideration is needed of how the retail and hospitality
facilities function, which includes the so-called night time
economy. These in themselves are important subjects.  
Several respondents, not unsurprisingly, commented on

traffic flows. As the circular highlighted: ‘there are various
options in respect of traffic flow, particularly for large
vehicles using this part of the historic Conservation Area.
Such options could affect nearby narrow streets, Romeland
and the status of High Street.’ Perhaps inevitably, reference
was made about the movement of St Albans School coaches
in and out of the area and the cause of long-standing
complaint. There is reference to this in using the top end of
a pedestrianised George Street in the Verulam Road/High
Street area to set down/pick up. Whilst this deviates from
the main focus on George Street it does present a possible
solution to the problem existing for many years of coaches
invading this part of the Conservation Area in the Cathedral
Quarter. Another subject that has concerned the Society. 

Recommendations

1 That the respondents be thanked for their comments and
suggestions.

2 That it be noted that this has been a worthwhile and
successful exercise in the Society’s aim to consult with its
members and the community over important issues. The
proposals have drawn responses from individuals, some
Residents’ Associations and brought the subject into the

spotlight. An e-petition has been set up to ensure Herts
County Council (HCC) holds a consultation on the
permanent (post COVID-19) pedestrianisation of parts of
the city centre, which includes George Street, that closed to
signatures on 15th January 2021. 

3 That the Society continues to support and publicise any
Consultation held by HCC, inviting members to consider
participating in the exercise.

4 If the decision to permanently pedestrianise George
Street is taken by HCC the Society should ask that there
should be further consultation on design aspects prior to
any planning application. The comments, concerns and
suggestions this exercise has received should be made
available and taken into consideration.  

5 The Society seek to bring together the various parties to
formulate a plan for the next steps. 

Conclusion

It is clear that there are various options, suggestions and
concerns from certain quarters. These come from individual
residents, Residents’ Associations, St Albans School and the
Society itself. There will need to be co-operation,
compromise and consensus if any progress is to be made,
and that could prove difficult. However, the focus needs to
remain on George Street and how it can continue to be a
retail and amenity magnet attracting people to this part of
the Cathedral Quarter.

s members may well be aware the 
Society, along with eight other 
St Albans’ organisations, has been

over the last year meeting to establish a
scheme to commemorate the famous men
and women who have lived and worked in
St Albans, with the object of placing ‘blue
plaques’ on buildings associated with their
lives. The idea is based upon the well-
known scheme run by English Heritage
and although there are some plaques
scattered around the city there has not
been a systematic process in the past.
The BPSA committee has established

an initial tranche of 15 worthies, drafted citations and
identified buildings and possible placements for the plaques.
Permission to fix the plaques to the buildings has now been
received from ten of the owners and conversations have been

started with the Council's Conservation
Officer about the style and material of
the plaques, planning permission and
listed building consent. The Business
Improvement District (BID), along with
other community groups, has given or
has pledged funds for the
manufacturing and fixing of the plaques
but we would welcome the involvement
of other associations and businesses
who would like to participate. BPSA
now has a list of possible nominations
for the future but if you have someone
you would like to nominate, or if you

would like to make a donation to help pay for the scheme,
please email: blueplaquesstalbans@gmail.com or contact
me on 07873 586074

Tim Boatswain

Blue Plaques St Albans (BPSA)

A

Beauty and function for George Street, continued
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ack in 2012 when the Council introduced the cycle 
path along the Causeway, the railings that protected 
that stretch of the Roman Wall were removed as they

were considered a danger to the cyclists. It wasn’t long
before concerns were raised about damage to the Wall from
people clambering and cycling on it, and on one occasion
someone was seen actually carrying away some of the
flintstones (perhaps for their rockery?).
Several meetings took place between the St Albans and

Hertfordshire Architectural and Archaeological Society
(SAHAAS) and St Albans Civic Society, St Albans District
Council, English Heritage and Historic England (the national
responsible bodies), and the Hertfordshire Constabulary, to
address the issue of how to protect the Wall from further
damage.
English Heritage carried out consolidation of some parts

of the Wall, repairing the lime mortar. Signs were put up,
asking people not to climb on the wall and warning it was a
heritage crime to cause damage to a historic monument,
while the police increased their patrolling in the area.
However, the issue of the removal of the metal railings,
which had provided some protection of the wall, was not
resolved. There was an idea put forward for a low wooden
barrier, which would create some demarcation, and the
Council did try to identify some funding for this purpose but
in the end, it came to nought.
The issue was back in the news last month when the

Herts Advertiser ran a story, Using Roman ruins as a bike
ramp ‘unacceptable’, and the Civic Society and SAHAAS
responded with a letter explaining how important it was to
protect the Wall as it is a significant part of the city's

heritage, built around AD 270 to protect Verulamium, one of
the largest cities in Roman Britain. The following week an
11-year-old wrote to the paper, confirming that he had seen
“many people climbing and riding their bikes on the Roman
Wall” and how important it is that the Wall should be looked
after and protected.
With a touch of deja vu, it is planned to have a meeting

with the Council and Historic England. Let’s hope a more
satisfactory way of protecting the Wall is determined this
time as our descendants will not forgive us if our Roman
Wall is harmed because of inertia and neglect!

Tim Boatswain

B

People climbing and riding
their bikes on the Roman Wall

The Roman wall before the railings were removed

The Roman wall after the railings were removed
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Continued on the next page

The cost of replacing such a large
and mature tree is many tens of
thousands of pounds, and even
replacing it with one or more small
saplings means we would not see the
equivalent net benefit for many
decades to come. Despite the range
of these benefits trees bring to an
urban environment, all too often
mature trees in cities are being felled
because they are 'inconvenient' for
one reason or another.
The public, however, is voicing its

concern and recent protests in
Sheffield, Cardiff, Derby and London
(in Hackney a 150-year-old tree,
named Tree of the Year, was felled for
a housing development despite a
petition of 24,000 signatories) show
how strongly people are feeling about
the felling of trees in their
neighbourhood. It seems the
Government has started to listen and
recently stated it “has long recognised
public concern over tree felling, using
the Environment Bill to improve the
protection of our existing urban trees,
by introducing a new duty on local

highway authorities, to ensure they consult the public when
considering felling urban street trees. This will ensure that
the views of the public are considered in the management
of these important assets.”
It seems Hertfordshire County Council are not listening

and are determined, without public consultation, to fell a
mature lime tree on Bricket Road because it could be a
safety issue for the new Civic Centre Opportunity Site South
underground car park. The outcome will be announced too
late for this publication but look out for news in the next
Society e-bulletin communication. 

t really is time to change a mindset
about urban trees. For too long 
roadside trees have been seen by

local authorities as a nuisance. It is
true trees need maintenance: over-
hanging branches, leaf fall, roots that
crack pavements, walls and roads. 
To maintain trees there is a demand
on limited resources which is an
issue when local government have
squeezed budgets, only made worse
by the Coronavirus pandemic.
However, recent studies have

revealed the real value of trees. When
the world faces a climate crisis, trees
are recognised as an important asset
in tackling the issue; for example, were
you aware that urban trees, because
they are located close to the sources of
fossil fuel-burning transport, industry
and domestic boilers, can store as
much carbon per square hectare as
tropical rainforests?
When half the world’s population

live in cities, we are beginning to
understand the importance of trees
not just for the absorption of carbon
monoxide, but also how they can
improve people’s health and well-being. Trees have many
benefits, along with reducing air pollution, trees provide
shade, mitigate floods, filter out noise and are habitats for
birds, mammals and other flora. Although it is difficult to
measure the value of trees, a university study in London has
calculated that trees benefited residents there to the value of
£130million a year. The carbon storage potential is, as expected,
an extremely important aspect of their value: for example, a 120-
year-old plane tree can be 30metres tall andweigh 40 tonnes or
more, and some of the carbon it has absorbed and stored
will have originated from Victorian coal fires.

Save the
Bricket Road
Lime Tree

Tree Sponsorship  
“TREES ARE THE LIVING FURNITURE OF OUR
STREETS”, was the dedication Councillor Bill Morris gave
to the tree he sponsored, as part of the replacement of the
magnificent lime trees that once gave St Peters Street its
majestic boulevard.
Originally planted in 1881, they had come to the end of

their life. He was one of the people who worked alongside
Eric Roberts of the Civic Society, who over a century later in
1999, worked tirelessly to ensure the replacement of those
lime trees. Imagine today’s St Peters Street without our
present magnificent London Plane trees, we would all be
poorer without them and so would our birds, the air we
breathe and the wildlife who depend on them for habitat.
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To support the re-planting and help cover costs, the Tree
Sponsorship Scheme was created. To date, it has been a very
successful partnership managed jointly by St Albans City &
District Council & St Albans Civic Society.
In addition to the tree planting, there is a special Tree

Book of Remembrance. Each tree has its own page with a
dedication to mark or celebrate an event, an organisation, a
loved one, an anniversary or birthday, together with a hand-
drawn illustration by the artist Lynette Hirschowitz. It is on
display inside the Council offices.
With demand for support outstripping the Council’s

budget, we still need to support the Council as it seeks to
deliver on its Tree Strategy. So, we are calling on those who
wish to mark an event, to sponsor a tree and make a positive
contribution to their community and the environment.
A sponsored tree, can be planted in a wide range of

public spaces, parks and in gardens, and there is help and
advice available on the right tree for a suggested location.

The cost includes the chosen tree, the planting and
maintenance for two years.
We all know we need to plant more trees if we are to

combat climate change, to improve diversity for our wildlife
and to create spaces that help us all have places to go, which
are havens for our well-being and to celebrate the beauty
that trees give us, for now and for the future.
So, to be a part of this, to sponsor a tree, make a memory

and help create a greener, cleaner St Albans and our planet,
please contact: St Albans City & District Council or St Albans
Civic Society.
To find out more visit: www.stalbans.gov.uk/sponsor-tree

An application form can also be downloaded from this web
location. The Council’s Landscape & Trees Section can also
be emailed at: trees@stalbans.gov.uk   
For more details on St Albans trees and the sponsorship

scheme, see Kate Bretherton’s The Remarkable Trees of St
Albans, available direct at Hellotrees.co.uk, the Museum or
local bookshops.

Mary Conneely

St Albans City Centre Neighbourhood Forum
he data reveals how important city centres are to 
the economic and social life of every urban 
community. Although city centres cover less than 0.1

per cent of the land, they provide accommodation for 8 per
cent of businesses and crucially provide 14 per cent of jobs.
It is not just about the number of workplaces, city centres
attract more highly-skilled jobs, as well as significant places
of finance, retail and hospitality. City centres also have
advantages in terms of attracting potential employees,
especially those with higher skills. They create access to a
better quality of infrastructure as costs can be shared by
businesses and residents across a more densely populated
area. The importance of city centres, however, goes beyond
these economic considerations, they are at the heart and
soul of a place: they reflect the character, pride and history,
through their architecture, public spaces, environment and
public facilities, of its own citizens. They are places that
need to be managed so that they are functional and remain
attractive to both residents and visitors alike.
It is true to say city centres are now being presented with

unprecedented challenges and St Albans city centre is no
different. Before Coronavirus high streets were suffering
because of the loss of retail
and the pandemic has forced
more change so it is likely that
our city centres will have quite
a different character in the
future. One of the new
challenges city centres are
facing is the extension of
Permitted Development 
Rights (PDR), allowing the
conversion of commercial
premises into residential. The

T Government in its drive to build more homes are consulting
at present on a further easing of planning regulations, even
in conservation areas, to increase the number of residential
dwellings. The drift to residential is likely to be unstoppable
with small businesses being evicted from city centres in
favour of more profitable residential units. There is, then, a
real threat that development in city centres will be
opportunistic and arbitrary, as well as of poor quality. The
Government's own review of their easing of planning
regulations has revealed an increase in cheap and sub-
standard proposals – in one notorious case, a building was
converted into flats that had no windows.
If we want to ensure we have a well-balanced and

attractive city centre, that brings value to the community,
there needs to be some new vision of what our city centre
will look like. The last City Centre Vision for St Albans dates
back to 2009 which not only had no legal authority but also
now looks very out of date. Before the Coronavirus crisis,
back in 2019, I had a conversation with the Council about
the importance of developing a new vision for the city
centre. The result was the engagement of the Business
Improvement District (BID), which established a steering

Tree Sponsorship, continued
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St Albans Civic Society is a Registered Charity No. 200330. The articles in this newsletter express the views of the individual contributors and should not be taken as necessarily giving the
policy or opinion of the St. Albans Civic Society. The Society welcomes contributions from members and readers. Designed by Roy Bellamy.

The Society acknowledges with gratitude the support from
the following Corporate Members:

n Austin Trueman Associates
n Christopher Place Shopping Centre
n Debenhams Ottaway
n Milligan Knight Architects
n National Pharmacy Association

In order to avoid any possible confusion or misunderstanding members are
respectfully asked that, should they be involved in any meeting or activity
where they declare they are a member of this Society, they make it clear
that their attendance and any opinion expressed does not automatically
represent those of the Society’s Committee. The Committee can always be
contacted for advice, information and update on any matter by any member.
Equally, the Society wishes to make it clear that when it is consulted about
any item this should not be automatically deemed as leading to consent.

he Civic Society does not claim, and never has, to be 
the voice of the community. There are many other 
groups and organisations in St Albans putting

forward their own particular views and interests. What it
does seek is to promote the Conservation and Amenity
movement established by the late Duncan Sandys in 1957.
Members join us because of this stance, just as they would a
particular political party, club or organisation. Of course, not
everyone shares the same views but the Society’s overall aim
is to stand up for St Albans and promote ways and means it
believes the place can thrive and prosper while still keeping
its character and impressive heritage. It is then up to the
elected representatives to either accept, adapt or reject.
That is local democracy.
Sometimes the Society’s committee has to act swiftly so

as to meet deadlines, particularly involving planning
applications. However, over the last few months there have
also been many changes and things happening very rapidly.

Tell us what you think 

Our man on the inside
Committee member Robert Osborne has taken up a four-year
tenure as a trustee of Civic Voice, the umbrella organisation
of British civic societies. This gives our own Society good
access and influence within that organisation and allows for
in-depth briefings about their activities to our own committee.

SAD LOSS
We are sorry to report the death of Civic Society member
TONY MASON. He had a long- standing concern for

Verulamium Park and was for many years the Society's
representative on the Verulamium Park Forum. We send

our condolences to Tony's wife Hilary and family. 

If the Society is to formulate an informed and co-ordinated
strategy and make a meaningful contribution to any overall
City Vision debate it does need to know what you think.
What are your concerns and aspirations for the city you have
chosen to live in? We want to hear not just from our members
but non-members too. Especially welcome are views from
young people, it is their future we aim to protect. 
So, what kind of place do you want your St Albans to be?

How do you feel about a pedestrianised city centre? What
new developments do you envisage? What do you think are
the prospects for our shops and offices and the recent plans
to perhaps facilitate their conversion into residential?
By gleaning people’s thoughts, concerns, hopes and ideas
the Society will be that much better informed to formulate
its policies and make a contribution to St Albans civic life in
the years ahead. 
Please get in touch by emailing stalbanscivicsociety@

gmail.com or writing to 30 Fishpool Street, St Albans AL3 4RT.

group to start the process. Although devastating in so many
ways, COVID-19 has given us an opportunity to look at new
priorities for the city centre which should focus on the
public’s health and well-being as well as economic revival. In
the summer of last year, a consultant, New Makers Bureau,
carried out a scoping exercise and, given the new context of
the pandemic, came up with some ideas for the future
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gGzQMJrHDlilFkoBkUwoG
91IU0NDCWWP/view?usp=sharing).
This was followed up with a couple of webinars that first

looked generally at the opportunities for city centres and then
more specifically at St Albans and the processes required. The
thinking about the future that emerged suggests a city
centre with less pollution, more space for pedestrians, one
that is generally much greener and more environmentally

friendly and not so dependent upon retail as in the past.
The next step for the City Centre Vision project is to form

a St Albans City Centre Neighbourhood Forum, as prescribed
in the Localism Act of 2011. Once a Neighbourhood Forum has
been designated by the Local Authority it can proceed to draft a
Neighbourhood Plan that carries statutory planning powers.
The process is rather complex but is also very democratic,
requiring public consultation at every stage – it is important
that the citizens of St Albans can have their say as to how
they would like to see their city centre develop in the future.
Invitations have already gone out, inviting people to

become involved in the St Albans City Centre Neighbourhood
Forum. To explain the process and discuss the area covered
by the Forum there will be a presentation, offered on
different occasions, over a three-week period explaining
what is required to form a Neighbourhood Forum. To find
out more email: stalbansvision@gmail.com
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Membership renewal 2021-22

Dear Member,

Your subscription for 2021-22 is due on 1 April
2021. (Unless you joined after 1 January 2021,
when you are covered until 31 March 2022.)
Membership shall lapse if the annual
subscription is unpaid 3 months after it is due.

We very much appreciate your support. 

Some of the achievements of your Society
during the last year and current projects:
n Working with a group to clean-up and 
decorate the St Albans alleyways.

.n Responding to the Government White Paper 
on Planning for the Future and Supporting 
Housing Delivery and Public Infrastructure.

n Waxhouse Gate: redecorating the passageway
and installing a screening fence.

n Supporting a Blue Plaques for 
St Albans scheme.

n Campaigning to preserve urban trees, e.g. 
Bricket Road Lime Tree.

n Consulting members on the enhancement 
of George Street.

n Engaging with the drive for a new 
City Centre Vision including CCOSS.

Listed are various ways you can renew your
subscription. We strongly recommend payment
by Standing Order which you may cancel at
any time. Many thanks to those who have set
up a Standing Order, you need take no further
action. Rates of subscription remain unchanged

The currents rates of subscription are:
Individual £10
Family (2 or more) £15
Pensioner/Student/Unwaged £7
A Residents’ Association Free
Corporate £50

Payment method (please tick and send Part A)

n Standing Order Part B  £

n Online Bank Transfer   £

n Cheque – payable to St Albans Civic Society

If you already pay by standing order you need take
no further action. If you would like to pay by
standing order (strongly recommended), please
complete and sign the accompanying form and send
it to your bank. If you wish to pay online directly
through your bank, please make the payment for
the credit of - St Albans Civic Society, 
Sort code: 40-40-01, Account No: 30727989.

NAME

ADDRESS

POST CODE

BANK NAME

BANK ADDRESS (as on cheque book)

POST CODE

CUT AND KEEP THE ABOVE FOR REFERENCE

CUT

Please pay for the credit of 
St Albans Civic Society
Sort Code: 40-40-01
Account No: 30727989
The annual sum of –

Numbers 

Words

Please make the 
first payment on     

then yearly on 1 April until further notice. 

Part B form to instruct your bank to pay a regular Standing Order 
Please take or post to your bank

Sort code  

Account Number

Personal details

Signed 

Date

Part A please return to Moragh Ormiston, Thatched House, Abbey Mill End, St Albans AL3 4HN

Gift Aid Declaration: I pay tax at not less than the basic rate. 
I want the Society to reclaim tax on payments I may make to them.

Signed                                                                                                                                Date


