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Membership Matters
To join or renew membership

Subscriptions remain unchanged and are
renewable on 1 April each year.

lndividual  £10

Family (2 or more) £15

Pensioner/Student/Unwaged £7

Residents’ Association Free

Corporate  £50

To join or check payment details please
contact the Membership Secretary,
Bryan Hanlon, tel: 01727 851734
hanlonbryan@gmail.com or post to -
24 Monks Horton Way, St Albans AL1 4HA

The Society acknowledges with
gratitude the support from the
following Corporate Members:

� Austin Trueman Associates

� Christopher Place Shopping Centre

� Debenhams Ottaway

� National Pharmacy Association

� St Columba’s College 

� T&B (St Albans) Ltd
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e encourage all members
to become more involved 
– see the various polls and

petitions in this edition. Also Twitter!

Membership renewals are now due for
2017, except for those who have joined
since 1 Oct 2016. Please pay promptly to the
Membership Secretary so that he does not
have to chase late payers. A renewal tear-off
slip is included with the Folkestone visit
details. Rates remain unchanged yet again –
see back page – around 2p a day or less!

We draw your attention to the Spring Visit
to Folkestone on Saturday 6 May, and the
Civic Day celebration on 17 June. There
are details and amendments of events for
you to add to your 2017 Programme Card,
distributed with the last newsletter. Some
spare copies are still available on request.
Send an s.a.e. to St Albans Civic Society
Events, c/o 30 Fishpool St Albans AL3 4RT.

National planning – the Government
continues to give assurances about protecting
the Green Belt, which is welcome. However,
its proposed new ‘garden towns’ will involve
building on greenfield land – one is in
Hertfordshire near Gilston, which also affects
the Green Belt. (Whatever happened to the
one proposed at Ebbsfleet?) We still maintain
that there is plenty of brownfield land that
can be used for housing and that action
should be taken to utilise the estimated
2,000,000 houses standing empty.
It is good to see that the Minister, Sajid

Javid, is taking action against landbanking,

www.stalbanscivicsociety.netMember of Civic Voice

This edition has been prepared 
by Eric Roberts (Committee member)
and Peter Trevelyan (Awards Panel).
If you have any comments, 
please write to the Editors at 
3 Abbey Mill End, St Albans AL3 4HN 
or email ptrevelyan@aol.com 
We very much appreciate your views
and information on topics.

the slow release of new houses and to
force developers to start building more on
the 700,000+ existing permissions. A recent
report by SHELTER outlined that 10 of the
major building firms controlled 404,000
development plots through their current
landbanks, and 558,000 plots in their so-
called ‘strategic’ landbank. 
With such huge figures, we certainly do

not wish to see further relaxation of planning
laws that would only enable developers to
increase their encroachment onto more
greenfield and Green Belt sites. The
Government must continue to honour its
election pledge to protect the Green Belt.

Local planning – No big surprises from
the recent National Trust survey which
found that most local councillors believed
planning is biased in favour of developers
at the expense of the local community. A
survey of 1,200 found that 72% felt that the
system was too weighted in favour of
developers. 58% of councillors with Green
Belt in their areas thought their council
would soon allow houses to be built on it.
The survey also evaluated reforms

introduced to produce better design quality,
finding that just 18% of councillors considered
this had improved. (Editors’ note: we
wonder where? Not here!)
Interestingly, the chief executive of the

Local Government Information Unit,
Jonathan Carr-West said “the planning
system is one of the fundamental pillars of
local democracy… . Our survey, with the
NT, shows many councillors feel this
democratic tool is at risk.”Which of course
brings us to the perilous state of our still
non-existent new Strategic Local Plan. It is a
bit like Snakes and Ladders - our local
council has slipped down a major ladder
and is again attempting to ‘cooperate’ with
neighbouring councils. But time is running
out. The Government has set a 2017
deadline for a new SLP. We move ever
closer to Whitehall civil servants and their
consultants taking things over.
Perhaps this is what some councillors want.

President: Geraint John

Chairman: Tim Boatswain 07873 586074 

NEWS & COMMENTS

Looking to the future-
with an eye on the past

They hope to avoid blame for planning
decisions that upset local communities and
their constituents, thus losing votes. 

Railfreight – still no clarity on how the
proposed freight trains would affect the
daily timetable, nor when all the disruptive
infrastructure works would take place.
Passenger representative groups remain
silent on this threat to their train service, as
do our colleagues in neighbouring societies
along the route.
Meanwhile various people continue to

come up with alternative suggestions for
the area if it is not to remain as Green Belt.
Our friends in STRIFE are reported to be
asking people if they want a Strategic
Railfreight Interchange. No, we do not!
STRIFE still says it is not weakening in its
opposition. We say, if this Green Belt really
has to be sacrificed, surely it should be for
much needed housing. Have your say. Go
to www.hertsad.co.uk poll. 
Govia Thameslink asked to meet Society

representatives. This took place on 
15 February. More next time.

City Centre Opportunity Site -What has
happened to Angle’s proposed planning
application? Members may recall that a
public consultation was held in May 2016.
Planning applications for alterations just to
Hertfordshire House are being made. This
is piecemeal. It could undermine the strategy
for the site following the September 2016
charrette exercise. Confused?

We bid a fond farewell to Matt Adams,
Editor, Madeleine Burton and Debbie
White – all of the Herts Ad. Thanks for all
your great reporting.
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In order to avoid any possible confusion or misunderstanding members are respectfully asked that,
should they be involved in any meeting or activity where they declare they are a member of this
Society, they make it clear that their attendance and any opinion expressed does not necessarily
represent those of the Society’s Committee. The Committee can always be contacted for advice,
information and update on any matter by any member. Equally, the Society wishes to make it clear that
when it is consulted about any item this should not be automatically deemed as leading to consent.

Forthcoming events and
programme card updates**

Thursday 16 March 
Famous Faces of Fleetville 
A talk by Liz Bloom of Fleetville Diaries.
The Cross Street Centre* Dagnall Street 
at 8 pm - FREE.

Thursday 20 April 
What’s the Point of an Architect? 
A talk by John Whalen, a local architect 
(joint meeting with Herts Association 
of Architects)
The Cross Street Centre* Dagnall Street 
at 8 pm - FREE.

Saturday 6 May 
Spring Visit by High Speed Train 
to Folkestone 
‘Gracious and Spacious Folkestone’ with
its famous The Leas promenade. 

Thursday 18 May 
Life in St Albans During 
the First World War.  
A talk by Ann Dean on behalf of the St
Albans WWI Home Front Project. 
The Cross Street Centre* Dagnall Street 
at 8 pm - FREE.

**Saturday 17 June 
National Civic Day 
A celebration of civic pride. See outline
details in News from the Clock Tower. 

Thursday 29 June  
Annual General Meeting  
The Octagon Centre, St Peter’s Church at
8pm, followed by refreshments. Paid up
members only.

**Sunday 2 July
Larks in the Park
Victoria Playing Field 12 - 4pm

**Sunday 16 July
Annual Cricket Match  
The Society and Friends of Victoria
Playing Field versus the Council. Victoria
Playing Field 3-5pm. Tea and cake served!

**Amend: Awards Evening will be on 
5 October, not 12 October.

**Add and amend: Autumn Coach Visit
is to Southwell (Notts) on Saturday 7
October. Details in Autumn newsletter.

*Disabled parking only at The Cross Street
Centre. There are public car parks nearby.

SUBSCRIPTION REMINDER
Subscriptions are due 

on 1 April 2017. 
Your membership is valued.
Please renew promptly.

WThe St Albans Civic Society is now 
on Twitter. Follow us at 
@stalbancivicsoc

News from the Clock Tower

National 
Civic Day

he Tower will be the focus for the 
Society’s contribution to national 
Civic Day. The Prime Minister recently

backed this event. It takes place on Saturday
17 June. There will be an opportunity for
people to visit the Tower, and post-note
what they are proud of in St Albans, and
also what they are dismayed about. A kind
of ‘Pride and Prejudice’! (The same
opportunity will be at our Larks in the Park
stall.) There will also be a (FREE) one hour
afternoon walk ‘Civic Pride – some highs
and lows’ starting at 2.30pm from outside
the Tower. A special trial membership offer
will be available from 16 June to 2 July.
More in the Summer newsletter. Look out
for the Society’s monthly column in the
Herts Advertiser in May, and also for email
updates.
The Tower will also be open for Herts Big

Weekend, 1-2 April and then Good Friday,
14 April, and on other bank holidays and
weekends until the end of September. 
Volunteers are needed PLEASE HELP.
Contact Jill Singer on 01727 838965 or
joxhey@gmail.com
Listen to the Tower’s bell Gabriel ‘talk’ at

one of those splendid Town Hall hoardings.

he Society’s tree sponsorship scheme
with the Council is alive andwell. 
Eight new trees have been planted

this February to the value of nearly £1,500.
Appropriate entries will be made in the
Tree Book for Remembrance. 
It is estimated that, since the Society’s

sponsorship initiative in 1999, over £20,000
has been raised for trees and acted as a
catalyst for other plantings.
An atlas cedar was planted in Verulamium

Park by the boating lake in 2012. This
commemorated the Society’s four founding
members, Bernard Cox, Cyril Swinson, 
Dr Elsie Toms and Sir Geoffrey Trevelyan.
Sadly it died after the floods of 2013/4. It is
now replaced free of charge as per the
terms of the partnership with the Council.

Tree sponsorship details are on
www.stalbans.gov.uk/sponsor-a-tree, or
ring the Tree Officer, Andrew Branch, on
01727 819363 and ask to speak to him.

Tree sponsorship 

T

T
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What will you
nominate? 

t’s that time of year again! The Society is
looking for nominations for the best 
projects finished in St Albans last year –

between 1 January and 31 December 2016. 
Have you noticed some new building, an
extension or refurbishment that took your
eye? Something that has improved the look
of your neighbourhood and St Albans, or
has enhanced local surroundings and
amenities? Remember it does not have to
be about architecture or buildings, the
Awards are not just about some grand
design project. In previous years, the top
Award has gone to the restored Watercress
Beds and, in another year, to those giant
Alban Pilgrimage puppets that have
become so popular. 
That top Award is the Society’s much

coveted (we’re told) plaque and now there
is also a separate category in the Trevelyan
Prize for the best conservation achievement.
Every nomination will be put forward for

judging by our Awards Panel. This will then
become a shortlist of entries to be announced
at a special celebration evening for Society
members and guests on 5 October at the
Maltings Arts Theatre, complete with (free)
delicious canapés and drinks! 
So, how do you nominate? It’s dead easy

– and you don’t have to be a member. The
Society is keen to hear from as wide a
range of local people as possible. Write to:
Awards 2016, c/o 2 St Michaels Street, 
St Albans, AL3 4SE or contact
joxhey@gmail.com by email.
It would help if you gave a brief explanation

or reason for your nomination. We welcome
your views, including anything you felt to
be a bit of an eyesore created in 2016.

(Editors’ note: go on members – it would
be great if everyone made at least one
nomination. There is the challenge!)

The Civic Society aims to encourage new
projects of good quality, design and materials,
with any conservation and restoration to an
existing building being to a high standard.
Equally, St Albans needs to have great
amenities that help to make it both different
and distinctive. Recognising and encouraging
the things and the people that make all this
happen is key to our city’s successful future.
Start looking and nominating. Let’s celebrate
the best of 2016.

Jill Singer 
For Awards Panel and Committee

“Like trying to pin jelly to a wall!”
That was the exasperated comment from a
Civic Society representative to a recent
committee meeting after attending a
Council forum for Clarence Park. Another,
who had gone to the similar Verulamium
Park Forum, reported equal frustration and
dismay at the lack of any real progress on
outstanding issues.

We are talking here about the dilapidated
state of the entrance to Clarence Park off
Hatfield Road. It was decided nearly two
years ago to replace it with new steps and
ramp and money was allocated. Yet the
subject was reported still stuck in an
evaluation stage. 
In Verulamium Park, for nearly three

years now, the disgusting state of the lakes

The art of inaction
has been causing the polluted waters to
smell and kill off wildfowl. Yet still the
Council deliberates, with numerous
consultations before actually doing
anything. It proves that the more you
analyse, you paralyse. The art of inaction
here by our Council is all too apparent.
But not quite! In the case of Verulamium

Park, the Council’s portfolio holder, Cllr
Chichester-Miles, has announced, as
reported in the 26 January Herts Advertiser,
that “strongerwordedsigns”have been erected
to discourage people from feeding the
ducks. Wow! Tell that to all the disappointed
children. What next - similar signs asking
the wildlife not to poo in the waters?
According to Council-speak, these subjects

are in ‘amber mode’. It’s also said that ‘action
trackers’ are in place. But monitoring what?
Who thinks up this claptrap?
In those immortal words of our

Sovereign’s husband: “Pull your finger out”
– Council. Get that new entrance to our
glorious Clarence Park started now.
Because, the inevitable has happened. The
entrance has been closed off ‘for safety
reasons’. ‘Red mode’, for danger, has now
been reached!
As for Verulamium Park lakes, in this

veritable jewel of St Albans, enjoyed by
residents and visitors, there is a need to do
something very soon. Surely the Council
cannot allow the stink, slaughter and
distress to be repeated for a third summer.
Come on Council, spring into action.

Give us some Civic Pride here. St Albans has
waited long enough and deserves better.

Eric Roberts 
For Committee

he recent national valuation proposals
mean a huge increase in business 
rates for some commercial properties,

including pubs. This is especially so where
hikes of between 100 - 400% have been
reported. One hundred percent rises for
our cinema and theatre are likely. 
Such huge percentages are surely

unsustainable and disproportionate. Some
smaller businesses are said to be hit equally
hard, yet bigger concerns like supermarkets
are being spared such massive increases.
Indeed, it is reported that the Sainsbury’s
Superstore in London Colney  gets a 10%
reduction.
Our pubs are an important part of our

heritage, culture and amenities, as are the
cinema, theatre and our smaller shops.
The Society is very concerned and supports

the local initiative in asking our MP to raise
the matter with the Communities Secretary,
Sajid Javid, and our Council. 
Surely it cannot be in anyone’s interest

to undermine businesses that are so vital to
our local economy with such enormous
hikes in rates. What is going on?
See #saveourpubs; sign petition at

petition.parliament.uk/petitions/
183859

Business
Rates hike  

Talking heritage

Dear Editor

It was good to learn from (the Council’s)
Jenny Swatton of St Albans’ Visitor
Partnership (Herts Advertiser 29/12/2016)
that the City’s visitor economy was worth
£188 million in 2015 and that data
indicates “record numbers of visitors
flocked to St Albans” in 2016.

St Albans City and District Council are
already promoting a series of major
events for visitors in 2017, in order not
only to boost the local economy but also to
draw attention to the City’s heritage. This
year the council “has thrown its support
behind the Herts Big Weekend” (Herts
Advertiser 22/12/2O16), an annual
celebration of the County’s visitor
attractions, 1-2 April,2017, replacing the
Residents Enjoy St Albans, which was
previously known as Residents First. 

Given the intention of boosting the visitor
economyandhighlighting StAlbans’ heritage,
it is disappointing that the Council ceased its
promotion of Heritage Open Days (in 2014). 

Heritage Open Days were established as
England's contribution to European
Heritage Days and, since then, have
grown into the country’s largest heritage
celebration. Last year (and in 2015), in
order to ensure the City’s participation in

Heritage Open Days, St Albans Civic
Society, along with the help of the Herts
Advertiser and the support of a wide
range of participating institutions, was
able to offer over 25 different events and
visitor opportunities; for example, the
Clock Tower was open, without charge, for
that weekend and had over 1200 visitors.

This year the Heritage Open Days will be
from 7-10 September, and not promoting
them seems like a missed opportunity,
especially when we know that the transfer
of the Visitor's Centre from the Town Hall
has resulted in a massive drop in visitor
inquiries (Herts Advertiser 29 /12/2016).
Shouldn’t the Council back up its rhetoric
about the visitor economy, come on board
again with the Heritage Open Days, and
partner the Civic Society (and Herts
Advertiser) in promoting St Albans’
wonderful heritage? 

Tim Boatswain 09.01.17

Editors’ note: We hope that the Council
will say ‘YES’, and gets on board again. It
really would back up Cllr Brewster’s words,
and the slogans about heritage displayed
on those very handsome hoardings around
the Town Hall. Do take a look!

“St Albans is a city with 2,000 years worth of history and a lot
of heritage to brag about”. So said Councillor Annie Brewster,
portfolio holder, in an article about the importance of heritage
tourism in the 27 October 2016 Herts Advertiser. And she is absolutely
right. This, and the more recent article mentioned below, prompted
the following from our Chairman: 

T

One of the fine Town Hall hoardings


