
Explore what’s 
on yourdoorstep

Thursday 7 to Sunday 10 September 2017ST ALBANS



St Albans Civic Society, in conjunction
with the Herts Advertiser, is delighted to
be bringing you this special local guide for
Heritage Open Days. 

Details will also appear on the Council’s tourism
website www.enjoystalbans.com 

Heritage Open Days was established in 1994 as
England’s contribution to the European Heritage
Days. The idea behind it 
was to raise appreciation
of our rich and diverse 
cultural assets and the 
need for their care 
and protection. 

It has since grown into 
this Country’s largest 
heritage event. 
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Most attractions 
are FREE unless
otherwise stated.

Enjoy!
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MEET ST ALBANS TREES AND
DISCOVER THEIR HISTORICAL
CONNECTIONS

Sunday 10 Sept 14.00 
Meet in front of the Clock Tower for a 1hr 30mins
walk via St Peter’s churchyard and back, taking
in French Row,Waxhouse Gate,Vintry Garden
and the Abbey Orchard. Led by Kate Bretherton,
author of ‘The Remarkable Trees of St Albans’.
No booking required. 07901 945 920 

CITY TOUR GUIDES

Saturday 9 Sept 14.30
A Roman City Revealed.
Meet at Verulamium Museum.

Sunday 10 Sept 11.00 
Historic St Albans: A City Revealed.
Meet in front of the Clock Tower in High Street.

Sunday 10 Sept 14.30 
Talking Buildings (a walk around buildings 
featured on the museum website).
Meet in front of the Clock Tower in High Street.
Some pavements are cobbled and narrow. Max
25 people. Not suitable for children under 10.
No booking required.

Free walks covering St Albans past - hear tales
of events and characters from the past 
brought to life. Full descriptions
www.stalbanstourguides.co.uk

See also Ryder House exhibition p5

CIVIC SOCIETY WALK

Saturday 10 Sept 14.30 
Heritage and History Revisited.
Meet outside Clock Tower entrance. 
Back by popular request a repeat of last year's
walk and the recent Civic Pride Day event. 
A one hour stroll around the heart of the
historic conservation area. Ideal for visitors and
residents who want to get a taste of St Albans.
No booking required. High Street/Market Place
St Albans AL3 4EL www.stalbanscivicsociety.net

WALKS PLACES TO VISIT

ABBEY GATEWAY TOURS

Sunday 10 Sept 
10.00, 10.30, 11.00, 11.30, 12.00, 12.30, 13.00,
13.30, 14.00, 14.30, 15.00 & 15.30
Tour of the most complete medieval gateway in
England including a museum relating to the
history of St Albans School founded in 948 AD. 
No booking required. 

Disabled access to ground floor only. Max 20
people per tour/session. Narrow spiral
staircases with steep steps.

Adjacent to the west front of the Cathedral.
Five minutes from the city centre. 
St Albans School, Abbey Gateway AL3 4HB 

ST ALBANS CATHEDRAL

Tower Tours
Saturday 9 Sept 10.00, 11.30, 13.00 & 14.30
Sunday 10 Sept 14.00 & 16.30.
Climb 193 steps, walk through medieval
passages, see the Cathedral bells and enjoy a
panoramic view of the city from the roof of the
tower on this unique, spectacular tour!
Tickets are available on the day from the
Cathedral Box Office, on a first come, first
served basis (maximum 4 per person). 12
people per tour. Event not suitable for children
under the age of 11.

Access Information
There are 193 steps, mostly in a steep and
narrow medieval staircase.Visitors taking this
tour need to be fit enough to manage such a
climb. Anyone who suffers from vertigo or
claustrophobia should not attempt it. The
Cathedral reserves the right to refuse visitors
admittance to the Tower and Roof Spaces.

Choral Evensong
Saturday: 16:00; Sunday: 18:30

St Albans Cathedral, Sumpter Yard 
St Albans AL1 1BY
www.stalbanscathedral.org



CLOCK TOWER

Thursday 7 to Sunday10 Sept 10.30 to 16.45
Also on Sunday 10 Sept 05.30 to 07.00 see
and photograph the sunrise.
Built in 1405. Climb the 93 steps to enjoy
magnificent views over St Albans and
surrounding countryside. 

Heritage Open Days is nationally celebrating
LGBTQ Heritage and History and to coincide
there is a display on “Prejudice and Pride in 
St Albans”.

On the first floor, is an exhibition of the Home
Front in St Albans during the First World War
based on the book “St Albans: Life on the
Home Front, 1914-18” researched and written
by members of St Albans and Hertfordshire
Architectural and Archaeological Society.

No disabled access. Stairs are steep and narrow.
No booking required.
£1 Civic Society membership special offer.
www.stalbansmuseums.org.uk/clock-tower
Market Place, St Albans AL3 4EL

DAGNALL STREET BAPTIST CHURCH

Thursday 7, Friday 8, Saturday 9 Sept
10.00 to 18.00 
Sunday 10 Sept 13.00 to 17.00
Lofty Victorian Baptist Church built above a
lower hall circa 1885. Refurbished in 2003.
Features are the Baptistry in the Apse, mosaic
floor of the Choir and Bevington organ.There
is a stained glass window, unusual for non-
conformist churches of the time. Display of
archive material. Cross Street Centre Café open
for the sale of refreshments Thurs to Sat 10.00
to 14.00. 
No booking required. 

Wheelchair access can be arranged via Cross
Street Centre. Families and children welcome. 
Upper Dagnall Street, St Albans AL3 5EE
www.dsbc.org.uk
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DE HAVILLAND AIRCRAFT MUSEUM

Saturday 9 and Sunday10Sept 10.30 to 17.00
Visit the oldest aircraft museum in the UK, run
by volunteers. See the restoration of de
Havilland aircraft and many inspiring projects.
Heritage Open Days visitors presenting this
leaflet enjoy two adult admissions for the price
of one or two children’s admissions free with
two charged adult admissions.
Salisbury Hall, London Colney AL2 1BU  
www.dehavillandmuseum.co.uk 01727 826400

KINGSBURY BARN

Exhibition by more than 20 different potters.
Thursday 7, Friday 8, Saturday 9 and
Sunday 10 Sept 10.00 to 17.00
Dacorum and Chilterns Potters Guild will be
exhibiting and selling their work in this Grade
II* listed barn, built in 1374, with its soaring
wooden interior. There will be demonstrations
and “have a go” events including a chance to
throw a pot. 

Special £1 offer - seven months Civic Society
membership to celebrate Heritage Open Days.

No parking anywhere in Kingsbury Mews.
Disabled parking inside the barn’s gates. 
Enter via Branch Road, St Albans AL3 4SE

LOWER RED LION INN

Thursday 7 to Sunday 10 Sept
12.00 to 18.00
The last remaining of 14 pubs in historic
Fishpool Street where there are over 70 listed
buildings of architectural and heritage interest.
Fine collection of pictures of past St Albans.
Food and rooms. Dog friendly. Children under
12 welcome in the garden.
Fishpool Street, St Albans AL3 4RX 01727 855669
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MARLBOROUGH ROAD 
METHODIST CHURCH

Saturday 9 Sept 10.00 to 16.00
A fine late 19th century Methodist Church.  A
recent refurbishment has opened up the
worship space – the pews have gone but new
lighting has enhanced the traditional elements.
A self-led trail explains the key features of the
church.  Special displays trace the history of the
congregation. Light refreshments, musical
interludes. No booking required.

Disabled access via the Hall door. Cycle storage
via Hall door ramp.Visitors are welcome at our
Sunday 10.30 service.
Marlborough Road, St Albans AL1 3XG
www.mrmc.org.uk

REDBOURNBURY MILL

Saturday 9 Sept 09.00 to 13.00
Sunday 10 Sept 12.00 to 17.00
18th century restored working water mill
producing organic stone-ground flours and
bread. Museum, milling demonstrations and
artisan bakery on site. No booking required. 

Not suitable for children under 5. 
Ground floor wheelchair access only.
Redbournbury Lane AL3 6RS (just off A5183
Redbourn Road)
www.redbournburymill.co.uk

RYDER HOUSE AND EXHIBITION

Saturday 9 to Sunday 10 Sept
10.00 to 17.00 subject to availability.

The former offices of Samuel Ryder, donor of
the prestigious golfing Ryder Cup, still has the
original fireplace, complete with his hand
carved initials. The Clarion Collection Hotel
occupies this Grade II listed landmark built in
1911, designed by local architect Percival Blow
to house Ryder’s successful seed company. The
building, sympathetically restored, retains many
original features including leaded light room
screens, a sweeping staircase and a magnificent
mahogany stained glass dome.

In the upstairs Samuel Ryder Room is an
exhibition on Samuel Ryder organised by the
City Tour Guides.

Clarion Collection Hotel
27 Holywell Hill, St Albans AL11HQ 
01727 848849

(Next door is Samuel Ryder’s art deco former
Seed Hall Exhibition Building, now Café Rouge,
also designed by Blow in 1931.)

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH

Thursday 7 to Sunday 10 Sept 
11.00 to 16.00 
Founded in 948AD, the church is built over the
probable site of the trial of Saint Alban. The
building reflects art and architecture from across
the millennium.
St Michael’s Street AL3 4SL 
www.stmichaels-parishchurch.org.uk

ST PETER’S CHURCH

Sunday 10 Sept Church 14.00 to 17.00  
Tower Tours 15.00 and 16.00
There are historic displays and the tower is the
highest point in St Albans and offers spectacular
views, which can include the Wembley Arch and
Canary Wharf.

The tower has a narrow spiral staircase and, to
roof level, a very steep ladder. Access is subject
to weather and an age restriction. Under 9s not
allowed on the roof because of the steepness
and height of the last ladder. Max 12 people per
tour. Pre-booking preferred. 

Church and churchyard are free to explore but
Tower tour numbers are limited and places will
be allocated on the day on a first-come first-
served basis from 13.30. 

The large churchyard has an orchard, wildflower
meadow, a storytellers’ circle and a Garden of
Hope with Tree of Life memorial sculpture.
St Peter’s Street AL1 3HG
www.stpeterschurch.uk.com



ST ALBANS ORGAN THEATRE  

Sunday 10 Sept 14.00 to 16.30
Concessionary entry to all on this day. 
St Albans Organ Theatre is one of the UK’s top
theatre organ concert venues and home to a
unique collection of self-playing musical
instruments.

Charles Hart began his collection back in the
early 1960s. Many dance organs in Belgium were
becoming redundant and were being superseded
by the record player. These wonderful dance
organs, the ex-Granada, Edmonton Wurlitzer
theatre organ, a very rare Rutt theatre organ
from the Regal cinema, Highams Park in East
London and the smaller self-playing instruments
which include several musical boxes, reproducing
pianos, organetttes and a Mills Violano-Viruoso
(a rare self-playing violin and piano) are all ready
and waiting to be heard and demonstrated at
this hidden gem in St Albans. It really is a place
that has to be visited to appreciate the incredible
collection and the nostalgic atmosphere.

You can turn up on the day or  you can pre-book
a party (of at least 10 people) by contacting us
on info@stalbansorgantheatre.org.uk to get
even further discounts.Wheelchair access.

Directions: the theatre is located approximately
twomiles from the city centre at 320 Camp Road,
St Albans AL1 5PE.The entrance to the theatre is
adjacent to Camp School and a telephone box.
Car parking is available at the theatre and nearby.
www.stalbansorgantheatre.org.uk
03003 65 65 65
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ST ALBANS SOUTH SIGNAL BOX

Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 Sept 
10.00 to 17.00
Built in 1892, the Signal Box and Railway Museum
is open over the weekend with displays of
railway signals and equipment. Come and take
the opportunity to pull the levers and ring the
bells to send the trains from Harpenden to
Napsbury. Steam ride on railway in the car park
and friends of Thomas the Tank Engine in the
flower beds.Tea and coffee served in the
signalman’s garden. There is a photographic
display in the garden and a chance to meet the
famous author of children’s railway books and
railway artist Pauline Hazelwood who will be at
the Signal Box on the Sunday.
Ridgmont Road, St Albans AL1 3AJ

ROMAN THEATRE 

Saturday 9 Sept Free 10.00 to 17.00
Also open daily. 
The Roman Theatre of Verulamium is unique. Built
in about 140AD it is the only example of its kind
in Britain, being a theatre with a stage rather than
an Amphitheatre. Initially, the arena would have
been used for anything from religious processions
and dancing, to wrestling, armed combat and wild
beast shows. The ruins one can see today were
unearthed in 1847 and 1935. Subsequent
excavations in 1957 and 1961 revealed a row of
shop foundations, a Roman Villa and a secret
shrine, all thought to date from the First Century.

Wheelchair access, which allows a user to view
the main areas of the arena and limited parking.
Roman Theatre, Gorhambury Drive, 
St Albans AL3 6AE 01727 835035
romantheatre@gorhamburyestate.co.uk
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VERULAMIUM MUSEUM 

Saturday 9 Sept Free 12.00 to 16.00
Out and about with the Romans: exploring the
alternative ancient history of Verulamium in St Albans.
Heritage Open Days is highlighting LGBTQ
History and Heritage and to help celebrate, the
museum is taking an alternative look at Roman
life. Explore how ideas around identity, gender
and traditional social roles have changed. 

Join us between 12.00 - 16.00 for a range of
activities. Help us create a rainbow-themed
mural, inspired by our famous shell mosaic in
our sun-dappled colonnade. Meander through
the museum on a guided tour that explores
identity and hear stories of Roman life that
might surprise, excite and amaze us when
compared with our traditional social roles. The
tour will run twice, at 12.00 and 15.00 and last
approximately 30 mins. No need to pre-book -
first come, first served.Throughout the
weekend, there will be a rainbow trail through
the museum exploring the history of
Verulamium, including gods, goddesses and
everyday life, from a LGBTQ perspective.
All activities are free and suitable for all ages.
St Michael’s Street, St Albans AL3 4SW

HOW THE BANKRUPTCY OF
STEPHEN SMITH (JUNIOR) IN 1840
SAVED VERULAMIUM FOR POSTERITY!

Thursday 7, Friday 8, Saturday 9 Sept
10.00 to 17.30 
Sunday 10 Sept 14.00 to 17.30
See the special exhibition by St Albans and
Hertfordshire Architectural and Archaeological
Society at Verulamium Museum. 

CHARTER MARKET

Saturday 9 Sept
With a Royal Charter granted in 1553 but
dating back to the 9th Century, the Saturday
Market is an established feature of St Albans’
tree-lined St Peter’s Street area. It is well worth
exploring from end to end to see the huge
variety of goods and services on offer. 
On Sunday 10 Sept is the monthly Farmers’
Market from 08.00 to 14.00.
www.enjoystalbans.com/market

HEARTWOOD FOREST

Heartwood Forest is one of the Woodland Trust’s
biggest woods. The charity bought the site in 2008
to preserve the existing areas of ancient woodland
such as Langley Wood. It is now connecting them
by planting thousands of new trees interspersed
with wildflower meadows.The area is full of
history from the Iron Age onwards.
Location: AL4 9DQ
www.heartwoodforest.wordpress.com

THE ODYSSEY CINEMA

Thursday 7 to Sunday 10 Sept
See cinema performance times and ticket prices.
St Albans’ gloriously restored art deco cinema.
Saved from demolition by the determined
efforts of the Civic Society with the help of
local people. Rescued by James Hannaway of
The Rex in Berkhamsted with money raised by
the citizens of St Albans. Now part of Cinema
Heritage going back to Arthur Melbourne-
Cooper, pioneer of film.
166 London Road AL1 1PQ 01727 453088 
www.odysseypictures.co.uk 

ROMAN MOSAIC AND HYPOCAUST  

Thursday 7 to Saturday 9 Sept 10.00 to 16.30
Sunday 10 Sept 14.00 to 16.30
View a fine mosaic with hypocaust, a precursor
of central heating, in the remains of a Roman
Town House from around 200AD. 
Verulamium Park, St Albans AL3 4SW

OTHER PLACES TO VISIT



Disclaimer: Every effort has been made to ensure the details supplied are accurate at the time of going to print. 
If in doubt, please check with the venue direct.
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THETHREETOWERS CHALLENGE

Sunday 10 Sept
Are you up for a challenge? This is your chance
to climb over 800 steps and get a bird’s eye
view of St Albans from three historic landmarks.

12 FREE tickets are available to scale the heights
of the Clock Tower, St Peter’s Tower and the
Cathedral Tower on Sunday 10 September.

Your efforts won’t go unrewarded – as well as
enjoying spectacular views, those who complete
all three climbs will receive a Three Towers
Challenge medal after the final climb at 
St Albans Cathedral.

The challenge starts at 13.00 at the city’s iconic
Clock Tower, moving swiftly on to the highest
point in St Albans - St Peter’s Tower at 14.00,
and finishing with the Cathedral Tower at 15.15
(estimated end time 16.15).

A BRAND NEW EVENT FOR
HERITAGE OPEN DAYS 2017

CLARENCE PARK 

A classic Victorian park retaining some original
features. There is an Aberdeen granite drinking
fountain and park keepers’ lodge plus a sensory
garden. Clarence Road, St Albans AL1 4NF

SOPWELL NUNNERY

The ruins of Sir Richard Lee’s Tudor country
house built on the site of a twelfth century
nunnery. Cottonmill Lane, St Albans AL1 2BY

VERULAMIUM PARK 

Over 100 acres of beautiful parkland named
after the Roman City of Verulamium on which
it stands. Ornamental lakes with the River Ver, 
a rare chalk stream, flowing through the park.

PARKS AND OPEN SPACES How to apply for a challenge place
To apply for a place please email
marketing@stalbanscathedral.org by Wednesday
6 September.You will be notified if you have a
place on Thursday 7 September. Good luck!

The Challenge is open to everyone aged 12 and
over (under 18s must be accompanied by an
adult).You can apply for a maximum of 2 places.

Visitors taking the tour need to be fit enough to
manage the climbs. Anyone who suffers from
vertigo or claustrophobia should not attempt it. Due
to the physical nature of the tours, we reserve the
right to refuse admittance.


